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BOOK REVIEWING 


By Ritty HUGHES 
Editorial Staff Member* 


“Everybody will tell you, of course, 
that the best way to get into this busi- 
ness of writing is by writing. Not once 
in a while, not when the spirit moves, 
but every day. We have no end of ex- 
amples of famous novelists who have 
imposing and rigorous daily schedules, 
just like industrialists, calling for so 
many hours of application and so many 
pages of production... . 

“Tf you don’t happen to start out a 
full-blown novelist or playwright—and 
most of us do not—how can you deceive 
yourself into sitting down daily, for 
whatever period, and slapping down the 
old prose? In an earlier, more contem- 
plative age, the keeping of a journal did 
the trick. Both Emerson and Hawthorne 
kep huge journals, made entries from 
day to day. Emerson’s notes became the 
kernel of future essays; Hawthorne 
carefully committed a ‘germ idea,’ usu- 
ally thematic, to the pages of his journal 


before writing one of his tales or novels. 
Ironically, the reputations of both these 
authors are beginning to be re-estab- 
lished upon their lightly considered 
journals rather than on their more for- 
mal works. Today, however, journal- 
keeping is a lost art; few there are 
with the patience to revive it... . 

“But what about that terse, definitely 
modern, almost ubiquitious offshoot of 
the literary art, the book review? .. . 

“' . . reviewing is a start. If you are 
even faintly serious about it, if you have 
an artistic conscience (so help me), re- 
viewing can teach you to read and it 
can teach you to write... . 

“You’re weak on economics, political 
science? Review a few books on the sub- 
ject and see how your interest—and 
knowledge— increases. . . . 

“The only drawback in book review- 
ing lies in its fascination. 

In Writer's Monthly. 
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OUR THANKS 


—to Beatrice M. Hoffman, Ng 
tional Junior Director of the Cath. 
olic Daughters of America, who 
recommended Books on Trial very 
highly in the March Bulletin which 
goes to all chairmen and counsel. 
ors. 

—and to The Brooklyn Table 
which gave a column and a half to 
a story of Books on Trial. 

—and to The Holy Name Jour. 
nal, which in the March issue car. 
ries a 3-page article—and to the 
N.C.W.C. Press Department which 
recently sent out news items to all 
members about Books on Trial. 

—and to the Catholic Press As. 
sociation of which Books on Trial 
is now a member by virtue of a 
100% vote of the Executive Com. 
mittee. 

—and to the Confraternity Cen. 
ter, St. Paul, Minnesota, who are 
preparing to send out 300 copies 
of our charts in the diocese. 

—and to numerous otker news 
papers that we have not seen, but 
who, according to inquiries re 
ceived, have been printing rcom- 
mendation of our publication. 

* w * 
FROM 


‘Education for Freedom” 


By Rosert M. HutcHins 

(Published Feb. 15th, $1.50 and to be 
reviewed by Editorial Staff member Dr. 
Ruth Byrns.) 
“We have been so preoccupied with 
trying to find out how to teach every- 
body to read anything that we have 
forgotten the importance of what is 
read. Yet it is obvious that if we suc 
ceeded in teaching everybody to read, 
and everybody read nothing but pulp 
magazines, obscene literature, and Mein 
Kampf, the last state of the nation 
would be worse than the first. Literacy 
is not enough... . 

“Materialism has captured our cul- 
ture. It has captured the state. It has 
captured education; for no one will 
deny that the test of education is 
whether the graduates succeed in life, 
and even those who argue for intellec- 
tual development as the aim of edu 
cation are constrained to add that the 
man with a developed intellect will 
make more money than the man with 
an undeveloped one.” 
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NEW. CHARTS 


In early February subscribers to the 
Cumulative Charts issued in conjunc- 
tion with Booxs oN TRIAL received 
Chart No. 2 which listed 192 books. 

These charts were gotten up to an- 
swer the demands of those who wanted 
something that could be posted on walls 
or bulletin boards. Many interesting re- 
sults have followed their use. 

These charts are 19 x 35 inches and 
show six sections similar to the page 
charts in the magazine—the titles being 
arranged alphabetically. 

Subscriptions for these “Posting 
Charts” are $1.00 for a series of four— 
to be issued over a period of a year. 
They are mailed in tubes to avoid 
creasing. 

We have recently been having in- 
creasing requests for charts that could 
be re-mailed more conveniently, or 
which could be used for desk purposes. 
We have, therefore, prepared a new 
form which we are calling “Book 
Charts.” They show the same 192 
books listed on the Posting Charts but 
are in page form, 82 x 11 inches, rather 
than on one large sheet. 

Various groups have asked for 
this new style chart for their 
members in quantities up to sev- 
eral hundred each. As a result 
we are able to supply them in 
quantities of 100 or more at 
five cents each. Single copies, 
postpaid, are 15c—four for 50c, 
or $1.00 per dozen. 

These Book Charis are not in- 
tended to replace the Posting 
Charts—publication of which will 
continue as heretofore. 
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ON JUDGING BOOKS 


Part Two of an Essay by N. Elizabeth Monroe, Editorial Staff 
member,—author of “The Novel and Society’ (1941, $3.00). 


Catholicism Takes a Bow 


| Mabsaate alert writer today must be 
aware of an awakened interest in 
Catholicism as the subject matter of 
fiction. Novelists have taken over con- 
vent life, the psychology of religious ex- 
erience, and even sanctity as part of 
their bag of tricks, and though the re- 
sults are not always serviceable to reli- 
gion, they appear to interest the public 
and to be making money for the au- 
thors. We ask why people who have 
been reading Hemingway, Steinbeck, 
and Faulkner have had this sudden 
change of heart and are told that the 
public is looking for a new vision of 
spiritual realities. To cap it all, Our 
Lady has appeared on the best-seller 
list, where she is even more popular 
than Cronin’s hero-priest, who was 
hailed up and down the land as exactly 
the kind of priest the world approves, a 
good little man, not too finicky about 
dogma nor about morals either, willing 
to go along with the crowd, and very 
badly treated by the Hierarchy. 


The Arbiter of Taste—Advertising 

This may be good news for the Cath- 
olic writer who for a long time has lived 
and worked in a milieu foreign to his 
nature and destructive of the impulse 
toward literature, but it must not give 
rise to hasty generalizations about the 
service these writers have done us or the 
temper of the public, which reads what 
the advertisers say is good. Though we 
are not conscious of it, advertising is 
the real arbiter of taste in America, 
with the last say on what should be 
read and what should be written. Many 
of these so-called religious books are not 
Catholic at all, nor is the intention to 
promote literature or to describe the 
first step in the long journey to Rome. 
What they indicate generally is a good 
business sense and very good timing. 


Public Interest—Only on Its 
Own Terms 
Cronin is a Catholic, but The Keys 
of the Kingdom is not a Catholic book, 
a fact which you can see for yourself 
if you take the trouble to read the life 
of Our Lord and compare it with the 


‘ 


qualifications the author sets up for his 
hero. Werfel has been given credit for 
doing Our Lady a favor by putting her 
on the best-seller list, but if there is a 
favor it is the other way round. He 
focuses attention on everything about 
the little Saint Bernadette except her 
sanctity, and does nothing to illuminate 
the divine principle of Our Lady’s mes- 
sage. His dependence on secondary 
sources has been too great to go un- 
acknowledged. Yet almost a half amillion 
copies of his book have been sold, while 
better books on the same subject are 
not read at all. Michael Kent’s book, 
The Mass of Brother Michel, which ex- 
plores a Catholic subject in a profound- 
ly moving way and is written with wit 
and distinction, has not had a chance 
at the best-seller list. We cannot, there- 
fore, be too sure that what the public 
wants is a spiritual vision of life. It is 
interested in Catholicism, yes, but on its 
own terms, and that means with most 
of the Catholicism taken out. 


Useless Criticism 


And, of course, we are not justified 
in making the assumption that because 
a writer is not a Catholic he will, there- 
fore, write well on Catholicism, an as- 
sumption which is made again and 
again, even by Catholics themselves. 
Much has been made of the fact that 
Mrs. Blanton, who wrote a biography 
of Saint Bernadette, is not a Catholic, 
but a Protestant, and much has been 
made of the fact that Werfel is not a 
Catholic, but a Jew. This is to assume 
that the less one knows about a subject 
through direct experience the better one 
can write about it. Frances Parkinson 
Keyes’ book, The Sublime Shepherdess, 
written under the seal of the Church 
and after exhaustive research, was criti- 
cized by the secular press as being too 
pious and uncritical as its predecessors, 
a criticism which implies that we can- 
not be critical unless we begin and end 
with an empty mind. 


Weather-Vane Philosophies 


The Catholic writer can take heart 
of grace, however, for some day the 
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public may be surprised into liking the 
real thing. It may even admit that ex- 
perience in religion is no impediment to 
objectivity. No one, of course, assumes 
that because a writer is a Catholic he 
is, therefore, a good writer. Art has its 
own discipline and its own hierarchy of 
values, which must be mastered before 
art can be put to any service whatso- 
ever. The Catholic who has control of 
his craft has all the riches of the world 
within his hands and, better still, a foot- 
hold in the supernatural world, which 
surrounds and completes the natural. 
This point deserves a little considera- 


tion. Exactly what advantage has the ’ 


gifted Catholic writer over his contem-’ 
poraries, who live by their own rule or 
by no rule at all? He has, first of all, a 
universal philosophy which explains all 
of life and helps him resolve the enigma 
of the universe. He is not thrown back 
upon himself for what he writes, but 
finds his subject prefigured throughout 
the natural and supernatural world. He 
does not make up his own rules, but 
finds them in his subject. He is freed 
from the morbid introspection which 
mars so much contemporary writing. 
Many of our modern writers have con- 
ducted their education in public, going 
from one philosophy to another in suc- 
cessive books, and then discarding the 
philosophies in book after book. It is 
charitable to suppose that they are mov- 
ing toward God, but the movement is 
slow, and grace is a long time in com- 
ing. This is why so many modern au- 
thors have become a happy hunting 
ground for scholars; their literary value 
is slight, but their changes of mind or 
skin will fill many volumes. 


Dangers of the Closed Circle 


The Catholic writer can be assured 
of peace of mind through prayer and 
discipline. Without this detachment no 
one can write a really good book; he 
will move in a circle, always coming 
back to self, never free to contemplate 
the universe, because his own tensions 
must be resolved before he can give 
his mind to anything else. Detachment 
is not a denial of life, not a refusal to 
accept one’s responsibilities and hence 
become a part of the human story, but 
the freedom of one who has mastered 
life and can turn his mind steadily to 
its objective realities. 

The novelist’s observation of life will 
be enriched and purified as his senses 
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are freed from their attachment to 


. things. Nothing is clear to us while our 


senses maintain their hold; the vision 
will be distorted, partial and material- 
istic. The minute we release our grasp 
on things, we see them in their own 
light. Little things are important to the 
novelist, but they must not be valued 
for any pleasure they bring the senses 
or used as ends in themselves, if the 
novelist is to be honest with his work. 
As the vision is purified through this 
steady gaze, it accustoms itself to the 
essential nature of things and is pre- 
pared to move from sense image to 
form, and then to the moving shadow 
of reality behind all things. 


Discipline Essential 


Finally the recognition of the natu- 
ral law to which men and nations are 
responsible gives seriousness to the hu- 
man story. If there is no law govern- 
ing life and man can do exactly what 
he pleases, there is nothing to write 
about, except what is trivial and un- 
real. Drama turns into propaganda for 
the current philosophy or into a fancy 








JOURNALISM 


Good journalism 
is to give the news 
and the right comment 
on the news. 


The value of journalism 
is the value of the 
comment given with the 
news. 


To be a good journalist 
is to say interesting things 
about interesting news 
or interesting people. 


The news of the occasion 
is the occasion 
for the good journalist 
to convey his thinking 
to unthinking people. 


Nothing can be done 
without public opinion 
and the opinion 
of thinking people 
who know how 
to convey their thinking 
to unthinking people. 


By Peter Maurin in The Catholic 
Worker 


March, 1943 


dress parade; even comedy is impos- 
sible, because comedy requires contrast, 
The sense of sin deepens the drama of 
life; man is waging a conflict, but is 
not doomed to failure and not made 
the sport of forces over which he has 
no control, but through sin and suffer. 
ing finds his way back to God. I have 
noted before that moral conscience re- 
inforces artistic conscience, supplying 
its motivation and deepening the sense 
of the inevitable consequences of action, 

Hence if there is a revival of interest 
in things Catholic the Catholic writer 
should play his part, and that part will 
depend on two things, the spiritual and 
artistic discipline to which he has sub- 
jected himself. It is fortunate for him 
that one leads into the other, or should, 
if the intention is right. His study of 
nature, of philosophy, and of the art 
form he intends to use is a vocation in 
itself. It requires patience, dedication, 
hard work, and vision. It has its own 
austerities, but also its own reward, the 
sense of having given permanent form 
to one’s vision of life and of having co- 
operated with the whole creative activ- 
ity of life. 

* 


Through her professional 
work— including public lectures 
as well as her writing, Dr. Mon- 
roe is recognized as an authority 
on the novel and we are, there- 
fore, looking forward with great 
expectancy to her forthcoming 
book. The publisher has not yet 
been selected. 


® be * 


*“A Newman Treasury”’ 


A book of the above title will be 
published in April at about $4.00. From 
a rapid glance at the galleys just re- 
ceived we predict that it will be im- 
mensely popular. 

The selections from the prose works 
of John Henry Cardinal Newman were 
chosen and edited by Charles Frederick 
Harrold, Professor of English in the 
Michigan State Normal College, who 
thanks “the administrators of the Ster- 
ling Fellowship furid of Yale Univer- 
sity for permitting me, during a sab- 
batical year to pursue a close study of 
Newman, of which this volume is oné 
of. the first fruits .. .” 


Orders should be sent now to insure 


prompt delivery on publication. 
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Wishy-Washy Vichy 
Vichy. Two YEARS OF DECEPTION 

Leon Marchal Macmillan, $2.50 
Review by J. M. Lelen, Contributing 
Editor. 
When I received this book and the 
order to review it I was tempted to dis- 
obey and to resign my job as umpire 
at the literary games. ‘“Wishy-washy 
Vichy,” I grumbled. “Being a de Gaul- 
list I have nothing to do with the 
homunculi who have condemned my 
man.” 

But as soon as I began to read a few 
chapters the tune was changed in- 
stanter et in toto, and I began to be 


as glad and as gay as a fool. Truth was: 
here and there is nothing more essential.. 


than truth. 
“Tis man’s perdition to be saved 
When for the truth he ought to die,” 
I said, when beholding the pen-pictures 
not only of Laval, and Darlan, but 
even of Petain, once his country’s so 
great hero. As a fact we. have here the 
most enlightening series of documents 
on the drama of the ages, the two years 
of Vichy frauds and falsehoods, a drama 
now ended with the total occupation of 


France by German military forces. Sé 


far and by far we have here the most 
penetrating book on the subject. Writ- 
ing from intimate knowledge and with 
complete freedom, M. Marchal, former 


Counselor of the French embassy in _ 


Washington, here presents a thorough 
and searching report on the evolution 
of the Vichy regime from capitulation 
under Petain to total enslavement 
under Laval. The villains of Vichy 
were both deceived and _ deceivers. 
Some may act on other stages. It is well 
to know the record of their past per- 
formances. 

This informative, cogently reasoned 


book is essential for an understanding’ 


of the current situation of the French. 
x * 


THOMAS S. BOWDERN 


We feel that we are very highly 
privileged in being able to announce 
as a new member of our Editorial Staff 
the Dean of the Graduate School of 
Creighton University, Omaha, Nebraska 
—Rev. Thomas S. Bowdern. 

Dr. Bowdern is another thoughtful 
and observant educator who finds cause 
for alarm in the present tendency to 
follow the “50 million morons can’t be 
Wrong” norm of morality and excellence. 
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Books Which Should Not Die 


Fourth review in a series by Contribut- 
ing Editor Mary L. Dunn, lecturer and 
literary expert, Norwood, Mass. 


RELIGION AND HEALTH 
James J. Walsh, M.D., Ph.D., Sc.D. 

Little, $2.25 
In the introduction to Religion and 
Health Dr. Walsh wrote: “There are 
no two words in the language that are 
more used than health and religion, 
none that are less vague in practice, 
and no two subjects have a wider ap- 
peal or a more paramount interest. The 
linking them together for discussion in 
common because of their mutual influ- 
ence will serve to throw light on both 
of them and undoubtedly help toward 
a better understanding of each.” Be- 
cause I know of no man better qualified 
by training and experience to discuss 
both subjects than Dr. Walsh, and 
because in these days of stress and 
strain and sacrifice it is essential that 
we do all we can to safeguard mental 
health, I consider Religion and Health 
as important as any book in this series. 
When I informed a friend of mine of 
my choice for this month, she said, “Oh, 
I’m so glad you are going to review 
that! Every two or three years I re-read 
it, and it does me good every time.” 
It does anyone good to check himself 
once in a while on his physical and 
mental habits, and to come to a new 
appreciation of things too often taken 
for granted. No one could read Religion 
and Health without realizing anew that 
the moral law points the way to health 
of mind and body as surely as it does 
to spiritual health, for it forbids ex- 
cesses that wear out the body, and 
it engenders habits of thought that pre- 
pare the mind to bear any strain ad- 
versity may put upon it. 


Parental Obligations 


Insanity and suicide are increasing 
enormously in this country, and the 
average age at which they occur. is 
steadily dropping. Is this not largely 
because religious influence is steadily 
decreasing? How many parents are to 
blame for this condition, because they 
have made everything so easy for their 
children that a slight failure drives high- 
school children to self-destruction? How 
can we build strong will and strong 
character if not on the foundation of 
self-denial and self-control? How can 


we expect young people to control sexu- 
al impulses if they have never been 
trained to control other bodily appe- 
tites, and inclinations to anger and 
jealousy? William James said: “Do 
every two or three days something for 
no other reason than that you would 
rather not do it, so that when the hour 
of dire need draws nigh, it may find you 
not unnerved and untrained to stand 
the test.” 
Mutual Help 


Physicians who deal with neurotics 
have found that the corporal works of 
mercy are of inestimable value in break- 
ing down selfishness and training neu- 
rotics to interest themselves in helping 
others, rather than devoting all their 
thoughts to their own troubles, thus 
magnifying and intensifying them. 
Nervous dreads of the future can be 
dissipated by confidence in God, and 
the Christian explanation of pain and 
suffering makes them instruments of 
good rather than evils to be avoided 
at any cost. 


Antidote Needed 
Not only for our own benefit should 


~ we read books like Religion and Health, 


but for the benefit of those under our 
care and influence. When our daily 
newspapers are printing suggestions that 
euthanasia be legalized quickly because 
crippled soldiers are already returning 
from the battlefronts, it is high time 
to rally Christian doctors in the fight 
against this pagan evil that is rearing 
its head among us; Catholic laymen will 
be better prepared to do their share in 
this battle if they are well informed 
and can quote the opinion of eminent 
scientists, Catholic and non-Catholic, 
who support the Christian view of pain 
and suffering. 


* * * 


TECHNICAL BOOKS 

There has been a great demand dur- 
ing the year for technical books. We 
have not reviewed books of this kind 
as we are primarily interested in moral 
criticism of the type which does not ap- 
ply in this case. If we were to list all of 
the technical books now being pub- 
lished, it would take up our entire space. 
We publish this notice simply to say 
that information is available and will be 
supplied on request. % 
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THESE PAGES INCLUDE TITLES NOT SHOWN ON THE CHARTS 


Review excerpts are reprinted without prejudice to any reviewer, publisher or author. 


Tue ABC or INFLATION 

Edwin Walter Kemmerer Whittlesey, $1.75 
Emerson Hynes in Commonweal: “Since seri- 
ous inflation is the usual accompaniment of 
every war and post-war readjustment in capi- 
talistic nations, we must be prepared to co- 
operate with all the stringent checks which will 
prevent the rapid increases in purchasing 
power that cannot be met by a corresponding 
increase of goods. Mr. Kemmerer briefly ex- 
plains the various devices. . . . 

“What could be more boring for the gen- 
eral public than a book on inflation? Every- 
thing is booming and the weather’s fine. Who 
cares about the mutterings of economists— 
unless the economists happen to be advising 
the Administration. When such is the case, 
politics can find a way to nullify attempts 
to control prices and wages and to get rid 
of Leon Hendersons. 

“Because there must unfortunately come a 
time when not all will be well for making 
hay, a good many people in the United States, 
about eighty million of them, ought to know 
what is in The ABC of Inflation.” 


AtasKA UNDER ARMS 

Jean Potter Macmillan, $2.00 
Sign: “...an interesting and easy way to in- 
form oneself. on the subject of our northern- 
most outpost. In sprightly, reportorial style, 
Miss Potter gives her interpretations of what 
she saw and heard on her journey . . . the 
value... they are based .. . ‘on facts and 
judgments given me by the men who know 
Alaska best’.” 


THe AMERICAN SPIRIT 
Charles A. & Mary R. Beard Macmillan, $5.00 


America: “... not... easy... to evaluate. 
This reviewer has read two appraisals of it 
and it was evident that neither of the re- 
viewers had a clear idea as to what the Beards 
wished to accomplish in writing the book... . 

“  . . professes to be a study of the idea 
of civilization in the United States.” 


America’s PROGRESSIVE PHILOSOPHY 


Wilmon Henry Sheldon Yale U. Press, $3.00 
America: “. . . no less worthy of notice than 
its predecessors. 


“A proper evaluation . . . would far exceed 
the limits of a brief review. It is unfortunate 
that Professor Sheldon’s zeal to end philo- 
sophic warfare leads him at times, especially 
in the concluding lecture, toward an empty 
Nominalism which would end philosophy it- 
self,” 


Tue Art or Dyinc WELL 

Sister Mary Catharine O’ Connor Columbia U, $2.50 
Marion G. Hennon in Catholic World: 
“... a scholarly study of the Ars moriendi, 
a book of tremendous importance in the late 
Middle Ages... . 

“In addition to the profoundness of its 
scholarship . . . one of its outstanding merits 
is its simplicity and clarity, which make ‘it 
Quite readable to others besides the learned 
doctors.” 


BALCONY EMPIRE 

Reynolds and Eleanor Packard Oxford, $3.00 
Commonweal: “. . . agreeable to read .. . 
friendly to the Italian people . . . seem to 
have thought for themselves about history 
and they have written a concluding chapter 
about Italy’s future which is sensible and 
generous.” 

Sign: “The book will impress the reader as 
a good case of factual reporting, untinged by 
personal prejudice.” 

Reviewed by Dr. Bowdern. 


BARBAROUS BABIES 


Wynkoven O.S.V. 
Extension: “A simplified study of child psy- 


chology for discussion groups.” 208 pages. 


BATTLE FOR THE SOLOMONS 
Ira Wolfert 


Satisfactory for all. 


Houghton, $2.00 


BENEATH ANOTHER SUN 

Ernest Lothar Doubleday, $2.75 
Harold C. Gardiner in America: “.. . these 
people, deported from their lovely home-land 
in the South Tyrol, were so in love with that 
little corner of the world and its spirit that 
they could take roots in no other place. 

“. ,. . a splendid job . . . the poignant and 
somber tale of a proud people, who love their 
land and their Faith, not transplanted, but 
uprooted.” 


BENEATH ANOTHER SUN 

Ernst Lothar Doubleday, $2.75 
C.B.C. Newsletter: “. . . its chief value de- 
rives from its documented detail and its un- 
usual characterization . 
of the Tyrolean question . . . collusion of the 
Nazis and Fascists . . . German persecution of 
Czech students and workers and . . . operation 
of the underground movement, fill in many 
missing links in our knowledge of current his- 


tory.” 


BIOGRAPHY OF A BUSINESS 

Marquis James B-M, $4.00 
Extension: “Some books . . . dealing with 
themes with which the reviewer is unfamiliar, 
may .. . require a bit of self-persuasion to 
read. We thought that Biography of a Busi- 
ness: 1792-1942 fell into that category. But 
we were mistaken. It held us from the begin- 
ning... 

“The average American may know the po- 
litical history of his country. . . . But it is 
doubtful whether he knows much about the 
equally fascinating story of the origin and 
growth of some of our leading enterprises. 

“  , . the story of the Insurance Company 
of North America, covering a century and a 
half, is interwoven with the history of our 
country .. . fascinating . . . a source of valu- 
able information . . . highly important refer- 
ence work for the library.” . 


BLacK-ouT IN GRETLEY 
J. B. Priestley : 


Satisfactory for adults. 


Harper, $2.50 


. . historical exposition - 


Can Our Citres Survive? 

Jose Luis Sert Harvard, $5.00 
The Commonweal: “This book will therefore 
help the professional man, the social worker, 
the politician, the real estate man, the admin- 
istrator, the priest and the teacher to become 
familiar with planning problems and it will be 
provocative enough to let him think out a few 
local and very real problems. I doubt if it is 
exciting enough in its text to attract readers 
as a mass.” 


CHARLES CARROLL OF CARROLLTON 

Ellen H. Smith Harvard, $3.75 
Catholic News, N. Y.: “This particular Found- 
ing Father has always been one of our Ameri- 
can Catholic glories. The author of this schol- 
arly biography introduces her reader to the 
man who was such a Founding Father. The 
material she uses is all from original sources.” 


THE CHILEAN Poputar FRONT 

John Reese Stevenson Pennsylvania, $1.50 
Clarence Finlayson in Commonweal: “... an 
excellent picture of the Popular Front in Chile 
and the period which followed with . . . Rios. 

. . it must be said that Mr. Stevenson is not 
always just in evaluating the work of the 
Church in Chile, a work which in the past few 
years especially has been more and more spir- 
itual and detached from active politics. . . . 
I congratulate Mr. Stevenson on his book, 
which on the whole manifests remarkable 
powers of observation and interpretation.” 


A CIRCLE IN THE WATER 

Helen Hull Coward, $2.50 
Mary Toomey in America: “. . . the story of 
the disintegration of a writer who knows no 
loyalty to his wife, his home or his art. He 
sacrifices all three to satisfy his own sense of 
inferiority and his own selfishness. 

“. . . lacks any searching analysis and there 
is no beauty in the style. It is little above the 
average current fiction.” 


THE CONSPIRATORS 

Frederick Prokosch Harper, $2.50 
Angela O’Hara in America: “. . . a dangerous 
novel—powerfully written . . . a kaleidoscopic 
view of Lisbon, Portugal, overrun with Eur- 
opean war refugees. The unrest, suspicion, fear, 
dread, despair of these frantic people is the 
background for the story. 

Perhaps.he meant only to symbolize the 
death of the old decadent Europe . . . what 
he presents is the deification of instinct, and 
an inexcusable eulogy of murder.” 


Dark IsLANDS 
John W. Vandercook Harper, $3.00 
Catherine Murphy in America: “. . . South 


Pacific . . . Vandercook and... wife... 
visited many of these places . . . their experi- 
ences were more intimate and their impres- 
sions of the natives more personal than the 
usual run of explorers. . . . 

“. .. he is definitely set against missionaries 
of any and all denominations. He rather goes 
out of his way to heap adverse criticisms on 
their heads.” 
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Dancer! Keep Out 

Edward J. Nichols Houghton, $2.50 
-John C. Cort in Commonweal: “ . just a 
good book about the oil-refining industry with 
a few touches that don’t quite add up to a 
novel. 

“The conversation is very tough and dirty, 
and the description very technical. . . .” 


Days oF OFELIA 

Gertrude Diamant Houghton, $2.75 
C. B. C. Newsletter: “. . . without doubt the 
best American literary contribution to the 
good neighbor policy. Unpretentious, humor- 
ous, informal, it nevertheless presents an illu- 
minating picture of Mexican life and at the 
same time suggests psychological difficulties 
which prevent a better mutual understanding 
between the two nations.” 


Democracy’s SEcoND CHOICE 


George Boyle S & W, $2.00 
Catholic World: “.. . analysis of our present 
social and economic system . . . enlightening 


and stimulating—both to rural and to urban 
people . . . the theories of Marx and Bis- 
marck have merged and come of age in the 
Nazi outlook.” 


EcuHo or A Bos 


Van Siller Doubleday, $2.00 


EppIiE AND THE ARCHANGEL MIKE 

Barry Benefield R & H, $2.50 
Commonweal: “The story is about a news- 
paper copy reader who picks up a young girl 
running away from home and hitch-hikes her 
to New York from the marshes of Texas. . 
The whole story, technically well articulated 
as it is, has nothing to do with life or death 
or anything vaguely real. . . . Benefield . 
imagines to himself a situation where Provi- 
dence (in the person of the Archangel Mike) 
delightfully and conveniently intervenes—and 
intervenes directly, which I suppose almost 
makes the book heretical!—in the day-to-day 
affairs of his pleasant puppets. . . . Since none 
of them represents anything ever seen on land 
or sea, the kidding is thoroughly innocent and 
unmalicious, and everybody has a good time.” 


EVERYMAN’S THEOLOGY 

Leo Von Rudloff Bruce, $3.00 
The Cowl: ‘ . bravely digs its teeth into 
the solid substance of Catholic doctrine . . . 
should it appeal to the layman anxious for a 
better ability to answer the countless questions 
on points of doctrine put to him by friends 
and acquaintances.” 


Fresta in NOVEMBER 

Flores and Poore Houghton, $3.00 
The Commonweal: “. certainly your 
money’s worth. It contains eighteen stories, 
most of them of novelette length. And any 
earnest enquirer into. the mind of Latin Amer- 
ica could do far worse than read these tales. 
What is extraordinary is the unity of tone and 
high quality to be found in all of them.” 


Tue Fottowinc or Curist. THE Spiritual 
Diary or GERARD GROTTE 

America 
Extension: “A new edition of a famous book 
that comes directly from its Netherlandic 
source. rather than through the Latin editing 
of Thomas 4 Kempis.” 
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THE Four Winps 

C. E. Hayes Macmillan, $2.75 
Extension: “We meet a poor Catholic family 
trying unsuccessfully to eke out an existence 
on a midwestern farm. Probably the author 
attempted to give us a sociological case history 
with the intention of challenging us and stir- 
ring up our sense of social responsibility. 
However, by his lack of decent restraint in 
much of the dialogue and some of the inci- 
dents, he left us simply disgusted.” 


THe Great O’NEIL 


Sean O’ Faolain Duell, $3.75 
Martin P. Harney in America: “.. .a great 
story of a great man ... one of the greatest 
among Irishmen, Hugh O’Neil, Prince of 


Tyrone . . . fine biography.” 


GUADALCANAL DAIRY 
Richard Tregaskis 


Satisfactory Adult 


Random, $2.50 


Happy LAND 
MacKinley Kantor 


Satisfactory adult. 


Coward-McCann, $1.25 


THE Happy MANn 

Robert Easton Viking, $2.50 
The Commonweal: “.. . Robert Easton so 
warmly loves the life of a chain cow-hand 
(which he led before induction into the armed 
forces) that he succeeds in weaving a happy 
spell about the rough and thankless round. It is 
his marvelous tales of ranch house and saloon 
that do the trick.” 


Tue Hicu Courts or HEAVEN 

J. V. Hewes Doubleday, $2.00 
The Commonweal: “. . . Goering’s air forces 
came perilously near administering the knock- 
out that would have left England virtually 
defenseless against invasion. 

“ . . In the fall. of 1940 the RAF, out- 
manned but never outfought, held on and 
fought back so savagely that Goering decided 
he could no longer afford such losses of 
planes and pilots over England. It was the 
turning point of the whole war. This des- 
perate battle is the subject of this book. 

“. . what it does do is to convey a sense 
of grim determination and thus explain how 
England survived her zero hour.” 


How To WRITE 

Stephen Leacock ~— $2.50 
John S. Kennedy in The Transcript: a 
wise and diverting work. Its chief 
virtue is its cheerful mockery of malpractice 
and affectation. 

“Writing is work. Many a person who 
wanted to write books, and who could have 
written them, has failed to do so because 
of the drudgery involved. 

“In a chapter devoted to the laws of 
grammar, we are feminded that ‘what we call 
correct grammar, correct language, and recog- 
nized syntax, depends really upon usage. and 
upon who does the using. . . . Grammar is 
only an analysis after the facts, a post-mortem 
on usage.’ This, of comets; | is true and emi- 
nently sensible. 

“Appreciation of the exact meaning of 
words and their variety is commendable; but 


_ Shakespeare . 
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over-appreciation is almost ridiculous. ‘In jj 
ages pompous people use a pompous language, 
half-educated people an over-educated speech, 
and people of small intellect run to words g 
size too large. The search for novelty joins 
with the vanity of self-expression to produce 
new and worthless forms.’ : 

“Mr. Leacock warns that. in story-writing 
the discovery or invention of a plot is by 
no means the whole thing. 

“The writing of history and of historical 
novels is treated shrewdly and with charac. 
teristic humor. 

“, . the author is a humorist of note 
never takes himself too seriously . . . rich in 
chuckles . . . well worth reading.” 


THE Human CoMEDyY 

William Saroyan 
The Commonweal: “ 

a very moving book . . 
for having read it... . 

“(What philosophy there is is wacky, but 
it matters little.)” 

“. . . betrays none of the smart-aleck 
brashness which Saroyan seems to think is 
charming, and which he certainly has abused 
in his attempts to attract attention . . . the 
best Saroyan yet.” 


Harcourt, $2.75 
. his first novel . 
. you will be better 


ITaLy From WITHIN 

Richard G. Massock Macmillan, $3.00 
Joseph Bluett in America: ‘“‘. . . a presenta- 
tion of the whole story of Mussolini and his 
tragic revolution, together with a moving 
description of the impact of that revolution 
on the gay, friendly and industrious Italian 
people. At the turn of the century, Mussolini: 
was a vagrant radical in Switzerland, ‘ob- 
sessed with atheism, republicanism, anti-mili- 
tarism, and the principle of social revolution 
as a cure of the poverty which he felt so 
bitterly in his own youth.’ 

“  . . he became the great patriot. . 
‘Bolshevist’ advocates of revolution by vio- 
lence according to the Soviet pattern fought 
in the streets with the equally violent ‘Fascists 
under Mussolini’s leadership. Fascism 
emerged completely victorious . . . expanded 
into imperialism. 

“Mussolini became in the end the most 
spectacular victim of the evil forces which he 
himself had let loose in the world. . . . The 
real victim . .. the . . . Italian people.” 


Jake Home 

Ruth McKenney Harcourt, $3.00 
The Commonweal: “The hero . . . is a com 
munist organizer who got born in a little 
Pennsylvania coal town and rapidly develops 
into a genius. He is a regular whiz on 
. becomes president of his 
miners’ local . . . deserts the labor movement 
for nice money with the bosses . . . deserts 
the bosses and his beautiful wife for poverty 
and a broken head with the Communist 
Party (like nobody we know, but. wouldnt 
be surprised if Miss McKenney had someont 
in' mind), drifts away from the Party for 
beautiful rich girl and flesh-pots (like Clifford 
Odets maybe), and finally renounces flesh-pots 
and girl for more poverty and broken heads 


with the Party (really, Miss McKenney, “—_ 
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# .. we get this, from an American com- 
rade just returned from Russia: ‘I went to a 
school. I heard the teacher telling six-year- 
olds: “You will inherit a future where all 
men love each other and are comrades, and 
where no man’s hand is raised against his 
brother.” She told them that. They believe it. 
When they grow up, they will be the first 
generation of people in the whole world 
trained to love their fellow men.’ 

“Tt is a terribly shocking thing that an 
intelligent woman like Ruth McKenney could 
write a line like that and apparently believe 
it herself, disregarding communist hatred of 
the bosses, hatred of fascists, hatred of anti- 
Stalinists of every stripe. Disregarding, above 
all, nearly 2,000 years of organized Christi- 
anity, organized on the principle: ‘Love thy 
neighbor as thyself’ and ‘love your enemies: 
do good to them that hate you... .’ And 
why does Ruth McKenney disregard Christi- 
anity? Perhaps because so many of us 
Christians have disregarded it too.” 


THe JESTER’sS PRAYER 

Aimee T orriani. Illus., Pierre Fuzet 
Correct. I have not been invited to say any- 
thing about The Jester’s Prayer. I have 
just finished reading the novel. What do I 
think of it? Well, just this: Read it, and you 
will sin less. That’s right, you will also like 
the illustrations. 
St. Leo, Florida —Fr. Jerome, O.S.B. 
THE JUDGMENT OF THE NATIONS 

Christopher Dawson S & W, $2.50 
The Cowl: “In this book, Mr. Dawson, master 
in the field of historical philosophy, submits 
a plan whereby the nations might eradicate 
the causes of past errors and thus avoid 
another. war.” 


THE Kinc’s MESSENGER 

Nathan Schachner Lippincott, $2.75 
Extension: “An historical novel of Bacon’s 
Rebellion in colonial Virginia. It’s a good 
recreation of a sample of early America, but 
it is too rough in language and incident for 
most of the readers we know.” 


A Latin AMERICAN SPEAKS 

Luis Quintanilla Macmillan, $2.50 
W. Eugene Shiels in America: “.. . there is 
a ringing sincerity in this protest of a Latin 
American against those who misunderstand 
his points of view. 

a; of all things, the spokesman for 
religious concern for the workingmen is Dean 
Johnson of Canterbury. Quintanilla pretends 
never to have heard of Pope Leo XIII, of 
Pius XI or Pius XII! 

“Quintanilla is a buoyant, genérous liberal 
of socialist tinge. . . . His book may be con- 
sidered as his official good-bye to our coun- 
tty. While his zeal will be missed, his opinions 
will not.” 


Let tue PeopLe KNow 
Norman Angell 


Satisfactory Adult 


Viking, $2.50 


Listen, Hans 

Dorothy Thompson Roneiien $2.50 
Michael Williams j in Commonweal: . Miss 
Thompson’s work’as a writer and as a speaker 


Grail, $2.00 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


modern American journalism and oratory have 
united to produce a beneficial force of the 
highest practical value . . . she seems to have 
most successfully fertilized and given desirable 
directions to public opinion, by her own 
eager and enthusiastic response to spiritual 
and intellectual forces combating the forces 
of disintegration and corruption. .. . 

“.. . as to the immediate value and im- 
portance of her latest book . . . there can be, 
I think, no justifiable dispute.” 


Look TO THE MOUNTAIN 

LeGrand Cannon, Jr. Holt, $2.75 
Edward McBride in The Cowl: “.. . a tale of 
simple people told in a simple but fascinating 
manner. The writing . . . must have been a 
work of pleasure . . . and it will provide many 
hours of pleasure for its readers.” 


Lorps OF THE LEVEE 

Wendt and Kogan Bobbs, on 00 
Dr. Paul Kiniery in The Commonweal: 
the biographies of two Chicago witicisoe 
John J. Coughlin (Bathhouse John) and 
Michael Kenna (Hinky Dink), who have dom- 
inated the political fortunes of Chicago’s first 
ward since 1892, when Coughlin was elected 
to the city council... . 

“In this well written book, based on wide 
reading and research, the influence of money 
on local government is made clear. 
Venality was simply taken for granted year 
after year, regardless of the political party 
in power . . . when Coughlin died in 1938 he 
was a poor man. . . . Hinky Dink is now 
leaving the political arena.”’ 


MAKE THIs THE LAST War 

Michael Straight ' Harcourt, $3.00 
Chaplain Joseph N. Moody'in The Common- 
weal: “Like the prophets of old, this modern 
editor recognizes the enemy, for he is every- 
where. Internationally, he is the fascist, al- 
though. this term is never defined nor analyzed 

. One wohders just how far away the 
‘fascist’ mentality he really is. 

“T shudder.‘to: think of his comments on the 
deal in North. Africa, or his consternation on 
reaching the armed services to find the over- 
whelming majority of the crusading youth 
with a single war aim: to get home quickly. 

“But difficulties are resolved by the in- 
tensity of faith. He blithely liquidates the 
British Empire, despite warnings to the con- 
trary by high British statesmen. 

“  . . impatient dogmatism rather than 
discussion, and some confusion in assertion. . . . 
But no objection can be made to the sub- 
stance of the argument. The social objectives 
of Mr. Straight are basically those of all 
men of good will. . . .” 


A Mission Tour In THE SouTHWEsT PAciIFIC 

Soc. for Prop. of Faith, $1.00 
Story of the travels of the Superior General 
of the comparatively young community—the 
Missionary Sisters of the Society of Mary. 


Murpver Down UNDER 


Arthur W. Upfield Doubleday, $2.00 


No Bricuter GLory 

Armstrong Sperry Macmillan, $2.75 
Extension: “John Jacob Astor and his ambi- 
tion to dominate the fur trade of the North 
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American Continent form the central theme 
of this book . . . not an historical novel but 
one in which the events of history serve the 
ends of the imaginary characters described . 

really a love story rather different from most.” 


Nosopy’s CHILDREN 

Rose Kuszmaul Houghton, $2.50 
Angela C. O’Hara in America: “.. . a poign- 
ant re-readable story of the mutual spiritual 
development of a cottage unit of orphan boys 
and their manager . . . well written, it is 
easy to read and abounds in humor and 
pathos excellent as a study in re- 
actions. . . .” 


NUTRITION 
Fern Silver. Mus. A-C, $1.35 
. a Concise, easily understood, factual dis- 
eussion of the relation between foods and 
bodily energy and growth. . . . The importance 
of this book is obvious, with rationing of 
foods making it essential that housewives 
know how to prepare adequate diets.” 


Or Books anp MEN 

Joseph J. Reilly Messner, $2.75 
Alice Brown in Catholic World: “ .. . twenty- 
three biographical essays . . . a book of great 
memories rehearsed with an admirable clarity 
and warmth of appreciation by one who has 
lived richly in the house of Intellectual Life 
and fitly stands warden at its door. 

“He has known whom to summon, and 
they are all fain of him, for they rise joy- 
ously at his bidding and come.” 


Op PRINCIPLES AND THE NEw ORDER 

Vincent McNabb S & W, $2.75 
Charles Keenan in America: “.. . he decided 
that it was useless for man to try to accom- 
modate himself to the modern soulless, God- 
less, urban economy; he must change it. 

“ . . readers may feel at times that Father 
McNabb is asking for the moon; he may 
be annoyed at times by what may seem like 
street-corner tub-thumping, but is really the 
fierce indignation of a man whose heart is 
breaking for the poor... .” 


On Borrowep PEACE 

Prince Hubertus 2u Loewenstein Doubleday, $3.00 
Catholic World: “. . . Loewenstein .. . was 
conspicuous among the early Catholic op- 
ponents of Hitler and spent much time in 
a wseless endeavor to keep Mussolini from 
joining the Axis . . . devoted considerable 
energy to the German underground move- 
ment . . . took refuge in this country . . . has 
drawn unfavorable comment from his fellow 
Catholics by his endorsement of the Spanish 
Loyalists.” 


On Native Grounbs 

Alfred Kazin R & H, $3.75 
Margaret Meagher in Catholic World: “He 
calls his book ‘an effort at moral history at 
a period when a whole civilization is in the 
balance,’ . . 

“  , . dominant interest is in ideas, and 
his conviction that ‘literature lives by some- 
thing more than literature,’ . . . 

“Few if any critics have so subtly appraised 
John Dewey’s philosophy .. . chapter on this 
‘great American philosopher’ should be broad- 
cast.” 
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‘‘Catholic International’’ 


When people are confused and dis- 
turbed because of unusual conditions 
opportunities arise whereby various 
types of visionaries, fanatics and just 
plain “crack-pots” are able to attract 
attention to themselves which they 
could not ordinarily secure. 

We recently had submitted to us a 
book purporting to have been written 
in the interest of service-men. Inquiry 
led us to conclude that the author’s real 
purpose was to secure personal pub- 
licity. However, we sent the book to a 
reviewer in New York, who responded 
by inquiring whether the author of this 
“future bonus insanity” is “the same 
Mr. who was chased out 
of here a couple of years ago as a Nazi 
sympathizer?” Reading the bulletins 
put out by the Friends of Democracy 
we find frequent mention of his name— 
which we do not care to publicize. Ex- 
cept as they pertain to books or reading 
matter, activities of this nature are not 
within our field. 

Because of the fact, however, that 
another publication, recently announced 
as a monthly, has seen fit to denounce 
other reputable and highly respected 
authors, and since its editor has ap- 
peared in public and amateurishly 
harangued his audience, and, although 
billed to review books, has, in his own 
words, used the books “only as a pre- 
text,”—and because of many inquiries 
during past months, we again reluc- 
tantly refer to the so-called Catholic 
International. 

In our last issue we mentioned this 
publication—the third number of which, 
promised for early January, we under- 
stand has not yet appeared. We said 
that the publication appeared to be a 
hodge-podge of quoted articles and that 
no evidence of scholarship appeared. 
After listening to the editor’s lamentable 
public performance, we feel that our 
previous statements were almost flatter- 
ing. 

This editor’s (to us) pitiful attempt 
to deride and belittle his fellow Jews— 
Werfel, Einstein and Mortimer Adler— 
particularly the latter—would seem to 
be without charity or justification. If 
it was not for the purpose of trying to 
make himself seem important by link- 
ing their names with his, then: we got 
the wrong impression. 

We are not informed as to the back- 





ground of the Boston City Reporter, 
which publication on January 11, 1943 
reproduced the front cover page of two 
magazines—stating in connection there- 
with: 

“Magazine No. 1, called ‘TOP KICK,’ 
is an obscene and lewd sex publication. 
Its editor, David Gordon (alias Jack 
Dinsmore), has been associated with 
other immoral magazines already sup- 
pressed by public authorities. 

“Magazine No. 2, called ‘CATHOLIC 
INTERNATIONAL’ is a new money- 
making scheme edited by the same 
David Gordon. Using vicious and abu- 
sive language, it attacks such outstand- 
ing Catholic educators as Bishop Robert 
E. Lucey, Rev. Fathers Wilfrid Parsons, 
S.J., George B. Ford and John P. 
Monaghan.” 

The Boston City Reporter also says: 

* . the un-American magazine, 
Catholic International has been removed 
from the largest chain news stands in 
Greater Boston.” 

In commenting on a very fine publi- 
cation—the Thinker’s Digest published 
at College Miseracordia, Michael Wil- 
liams, in Commonweal, says: 


“  . . the ‘digest’ idea can be— 
and has been—so badly tampered 
with and mis-applied, under the 
pretense of ‘piety’ and ‘zeal’ in the 
cause of ‘militant Catholicism’ as 
in the notorious and scandalous 
instance of the miserably mis- 
chievous Catholic International, 
edited, and now being suspiciously 
promoted, by the ambiguous David 
Gordon, and his much more am- 
biguous ‘clerical sponsors’.” 


We publish all of the foregoimg 
without prejudice of any kind toward 
any individual or any publication, sim- 
ply as our comment on a matter about 
which we have been receiving inquiries 
for the past six months or more, and 
which we hope we will not have to 
mention again. 


* * * 


GARDEN BOOKS 


We have available a pamphlet 
describing 38 books on gardening 
—flower and vegetable—on trees, 
lawns, plants, landscaping, etc.— 
prices 75c to $5.00. Sent on re- 


quest. 


March, 1943 


Book-of-the-Month 


From information received, we are 
led to believe that some, at least, of 
our subscribers are members of the 
Book-of-the-Month Club. 

This is by far the largest book club 
of the country, and any book they 
adopt is practically certain to sel] 
100,000 or more copies. 

Those who become members agree 
to buy not less than four books a year. 
The Club notifies them each month of 
the book that will be sent automatically 
unless they notify the club not to send 
it. 
Subscribers tell us that if they had 
our advance appraisals it would help 
them to decide which books to accept. 
Since the books are not returnable they 
‘want this information in advance. 

We have in mind a plan to meet 
this situation. It would probably be 
a special service — dependent on 
the number interested. If any of 
our subscribers contemplate join 
ing the Book-of-the-Month Club 
we would be glad to hear from 
them. 

x * 


“One Boy’’ Crusade 


Convicts Merchant 


According to the Chicago Sun of Feb- 
ruary 6th, a 16-year-old high school 
student found that his school mates had 
possession of “vicious books and pic 
tures.” He investigated the source of 
supply with the result that a quantity 
of the same type of obscene literature 
was seized in a nearby book store and 
the proprietor convicted. 


RoR OR 


HUMOR 


Various reasons are given for writing 
books. There is one now on the way 
which the author says frankly is for 
entertainment. Selections have beet 
made from the writings of 66 contempo 
rary Catholic authors (since 1900)— 
the first collection of examples from the 
lighter side of modern Catholic culture. 

The author also believes that the sé 
lections will exemplify the fact that 
there is a real and vital connection be 
tween humor and religion. 

Publication is expected in early Aptil 
the author is Paul J. Phelan and the 
tentative title, With a Merry Heart. — 
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ITALY’S TRAGEDY 


BALCONY EMPIRE 

Reynolds and Eleanor Packard Oxford, $3.00 
Reviewed by Dr. Thomas S. Bowdern, 
Dean, Graduate School, The Creighton 
University—new member of our Edi- 
torial Staff. 

The “empire” is already gone from 
Mussolini and Mussolini is practically 
gone from the “balcony.” Once, a 
dream of “the glory that was Rome” 
awakened into the glories of the Italian 
Renaissance. This modern dream of the 
ancient power and prestige of the Ro- 
man Empire is proving to be a night- 
mare. It is finally waking up to a stark 
tragedy. 

The story of “The Man Who Would 
Be Caesar” is told without benefit of 
censor by two young Americans still in 
their thirties who as professional jour- 
nalists met in Paris and married in 
Vienna and for the last three and a half 
years in Rome directed the Roman Bu- 
reau of the United Press. They had 
been in Rome before, in fact they had 
been almost everywhere before. They 
were seasoned journalists when their 
last assignment came. 

Something can be said for Mussolini’s 
regime up to his attack on Ethiopia. 
The mis-management of Italy for years 
under the control of the Italian Free- 
masons left it a prey to communism. 
Mussolini saved his country from that. 
He did much for the temporal welfare 
of the people. Above all he solved: the 
“Roman Question,” he made peace be- 
tween the Pope and Italy, a settlement 
Which the previous masonic govern- 
ments always blocked. 


Mussolini’s Crack-up! 


But then he went mad. He went to 
war to expand Italy out towards the 
boundaries of the Roman Empire of 
Augustus. He rather fancied himself as 


Augustus (not, by the way, as Julius 


Caesar). He took the old Roman title 
“Dux” or Leader (the ‘Italian is 
“Duce”) and tactfully assigned the title 
of “Imperator” or Emperor to the king. 
In Roman days a victorious general or 
Dux was acclaimed by his own troops as 
imperator. We call them fieldmarshals 
now. 

The authors followed the new Roman 
eagles to Ethiopia, Libya and Tunis, 
Spain, Albania, Greece and World War 
Il. We get revealing close-ups of the 


a 


Italian leaders. At close range most of 
them prove to be cheap little men de- 
feating their own plans by corruption, 
immorality and inefficiency. Of the fas- 
cisti Italo Balbo, shot down by the stu- 
pidity of his own men, looks the best. 
Of the others, Marshal Badoglio and 
the royal Duke of Aosta, who died in 
Ethiopia, are worthy of Italy. 


Still Fooled on Spain 


In Spain the authors reported the 
war from behind Franco’s lines. They 
reveal the story of the failure of the 
Italians in Spain. But like most Ameri- 
can journalists they are against Franco 
and still favor the Red Communists of 
Barcelona. It is not a pretty story. 
Russia helped the Barcelona Reds, Hit- 
ler and Mussolini helped Franco, Eng- 
land helped both sides. So what? The 
authors are forced to admit that Franco 
has not “sold out” to either Hitler or 
Mussolini. Franco has proved that he 
is for Spain. 

Unusual Reporters 


The authors have a chapter on the 
Pope that is most remarkable. They 
really went in and found out for them- 
selves. As a result they give a wonder- 
fully clear and true interpretation of 
Pius XII and his work before and dur- 
ing the war. In the American Magazine 
for January, 1943, Mrs. Packard says, 
“The job of being Pope is one of the 
biggest and certainly the toughest held 
by any man in the world today.” (Or 
in any day, my dear lady. Just read 
history.) In the days before, the elec- 
tion of Pius XII, Mrs. Packard inter- 
viewed nearly all the Cardinals of all 
the different nationalities. She was 
amazed to discover that they seemed 
to understand world affairs better than 
the statesmen. 

Mussolini may have fooled the world 
for a while, he may have fooled his 
enemies on occasion, he has certainly 
fooled himself—but he has never fooled 
the Italian people. They are against him 
more than ever because he crushed dem- 
ocracy in Italy and got them into a war 
on the side of Germany. 

The Italian people like and trust the 
United States of America and nobody 
else! For years they have been com- 
pletely sold on America by the enor- 
mously effective “propaganda” of the 
letters written home enclosing money 
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by the millions of Italians happy under 
the Stars and Stripes. 

If we invaded Italy as we did French 
Africa they would join us. They hate 
the Germans. They realize that the fail- 
ure of Mussolini’s armies, the presence 
of 500,000 armed Germans in Italy 
make them not an ally but just another 
“occupied country.” Mussolini is just as 
helpless as Petain. 

So that leaves, as still the best Italian 
balcony scene, Romeo and Juliet. 


* * * 


For the Literary 
Or Books AND MEN 

Joseph J. Reilly Messner, $2.75 
The author does not provide an intro- 
duction or a foreword to tell us of his 
purposes in writing this book. There 
are chapters discussing 23 different 
authors. 

The first chapter is about the poetry 
of A. E. Housman, and the second a 
similar type of essay on the novels of 
Maurice Baring. A chapter on Agnes 
Repplier follows in which her writing 
seems to be used as a basis for ex- 
cursions into various fields. 

Chesterton as a poet comes in for 
some 16 pages, but a considerable por- 
tion of the book is devoted to con- 
siderably less well known authors such 
as Badger, Kate Chopin and John Fin- 
ley, Hazlitt, Howell, Mary Montague, 
Overbury and others. 

The book, no doubt, may be of in- 
terest to students of literature and prob- 
ably was not intended for anything in 
the nature of popular consumption. At 
any rate it seems to us it would be a 
mistake to recommend it as interesting 
to what might be called a general 
reading public. By that we do not mean 
there is any criticism of the book. We 
do believe that it is always a mistake 
to encourage general readers to buy 
publications intended only for special- 
ists. We regret that the author did not 
give us some indication of his own 
thoughts on this subject. If we are cor- 
rect in our belief that the book would 
have a very limited appeal, such infor- 
mation would be particularly helpful. 


* * * 


“There are two kinds of illiter- 
ates in the United States—those 
who cannot read and those who do 
not read.” 


—The Liguorian 
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An “Angel Mother”’ 


ANGEL Mo’ anv HER SoN: ROLAND 
HAYES 

McKinley Helm L. B., $2.75 
Reviewed by Anne Cawley Boardman, 
Staff Contributor 

A richly interesting and a most in- 
spiring one is this account of the great 
Negro artist, Roland Hayes, told by his 
white neighbor and friend, McKinley 
Helm. Mr. Helm uses the technique of 
the first person so that one feels in- 
stantly that this is an autobiography. 
Told with simplicity and naturalness, 
one forgets that the narrator isn’t Mr. 
Hayes himself. And that is true artistry 
on the author’s part, for he has com- 
pletely captured the mood, style, and 
personality of his subject. 


Roland Hayes is acknowledged here 
and abroad as a great artist. He is a 
Negro who has been wise enough to 
cultivate the colored quality in his voice. 
But not until one reads his life story 
and learns to know him and his fine 
mother, Fannie Hayes, whom he calls 


Angel Mo’, does one realize how he 
came to understand that it was this 
colored quality that was his special gift. 
His mother fought against his becoming 
a professional musician until she under- 
stood that he was not to forsake his 
spiritual heritage and that he was to be 
the medium of making known the religi- 
ous songs of his race. When one critic 
wrote that Roland had not sung a music 
hall recital but had instead conducted 
a religious service, she was won over 
and said: 

“Well, son, I give in. I see now what 
you are trying to do. I’m not afraid for 
you any more. I see that yo’ feet are 
on the Rock.” 

This is a story of a beautiful mother 
and son relationship and it is a success 
story made up of almost unconceivable 
obstacles such as poverty and race dis- 
crimination. The devotion of Roland 
Hayes, the boy, the man, and the artist 
to his angel mother, and the most super- 
human application on his part to hard 
work result in a notable work of prose 
art that is enthusiastically recom- 
mended. 








“ALMIGHTY MAN” 


Said Rev. Hugh O’Donnell, C.S.C., 
President, in addressing a meeting of 
the University of Notre Dame Advo- 
cates: 

“Our heritage from the Founding 
Fathers is being destroyed by the ad- 
vocates of a philosophy of naturalism 
that denies the self-evident truths of 
the Declaration of Independence. Like 
the dictators abroad, the naturalists 
would set up ‘Almighty Man’ in place 
of Almighty God. You know what will 
happen if they succeed, because the 
results may already be seen in an 
intellectually and spiritually bankrupt 
Europe. Naturalism has crept into our 
schools from the primary grades to our 
colleges and universities. It denies God 
and confines man’s destiny to this earth. 
It flatly contradicts the principles upon 
which the theory and practice of Ameri- 
can government are based. The natural- 
ists, who started out to debunk the 
American educational legacy, may yet 
succeed in debunking America. They 
are destroying the faith in God that 
made America possible at the very time 
that we are in greatest need of God 
and His grace.” 


He Signed the Declaration 


CHARLES CARROLL OF CARROLLTON | 

Ellen Hart Smith Harvard U., $3.75 
Many people have heard that Charles 
Carroll signed the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence in bold handwriting and,, in 
order to make sure that his identity 
would not be confused with any of the 
other Carrolls, he added his address. 

Strange as it may seem, a great many 
Americans—perhaps a great majority— 
still believe that this country achieved 
its independence.and laid the founda- 
tion for permanence largely through a 
happy combination of circumstances or 
perhaps just a lot of luck. They fail to 
realize that the giants of the heroic age 
of American statesmanship were men 
highly educated in fundamentals and 
the contents of whose libraries would 
make the list of books in the average 
modern Carnegie version look like a 
bunch of comic supplements. 

Although Carroll is remembered as a 
Catholic, this book, written by a Protes- 
tant, is concerned with Carroll as a man 
and is based on original documentary 
study of the life of this great statesman. 
It should be in every public and private 
library. . 


readers. 


ANNE CAWLEY BOARDMAN 
Minneapolis 

In this issue we are publishing the 
first two reviews by another new mem- 
ber of our Editorial Staf—Anne Cawley 
Boardman of Minneapolis, Doctor of 
Philosophy and former chairman of the 
English department of University High 
School. 

Since 1934 Dr. Boardman has been 
reviewing books and lecturing before 
various groups and church and business 
organizations in and about the Twin 
Cities. oral. ig 


Women Who Succeed 

In presenting the comment which 
follows, we also introduce to our 
readers Miss Nora Dady, another 
new member of our ever increasing 
list of those who are helping us to 
supply our readers with accurate 
appraisals of current books. 

As head of Marquette Institute, 
Chicago — an evening school for 
adults—Miss Dady is amply com- 
petent to discuss success. 

* * * 

SUCCESSFUL WOMEN AND How THEY 
ATTAINED SUCCESS 

Isabella Taves Dutton, $2.50 
Thirty-one women, distinguished inso- 
far as income and prestige are con- 
cerned, move through the pages of “Suc- 
cessful Women,” a book which records 
in a sprightly manner the interviews 
and contacts which Miss Taves has en- 
joyed with them. Such names as Kath- 
erine Cornell, Helen Hayes, Sally Mil- 
grim, Major Julia Stimson, and Judge 
Dorothy Kenyon immediately invite 


These successful women do many 
things,—some cook, some fly, some 
write, some talk over the radio, and 
some preside in courts in law—but all 
have this in common, they have a great 
zeal for what they are doing. Their zeal 
made them forget hard work, vexations, 
and failures. The driving force within 
them often made them unconscious of 
defeat; and perseverance brought them 
satisfaction, security, and prestige. 

Young people, girls especially, who 
are exploring the possibilities of beck 
oning careers will find the book absorb 
ing and valuable because of its practical 
and down-to-earth information; oldet 
people, both men and women, will enjoy 
the story of the rise of women who aft 
on the top in their own fields today. © 


* 
i 
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Other Good Books 


Tue LARKS OF UMBRIA 

Albert Paul Schimberg Feb. 25, Bruce, $2.75 
Reviewed by Dorothy Posey 
Always feeling a kinship with the larks 
which circled and sang over his head, 
Francis of Assisi designated himself and 
his followers ‘the Larks of God.’ This 
is their story, written with such intense 
admiration, and so obviously a labor 
of love, that to offer any adverse criti- 
cism of the book seems like kicking a 
man at his prayers. 

Granted, that trying to capture the 
complexities of Francis’ character, the 
poetic delicacy and charm of his imagi- 
nation, his gaiety, his sturdy stubborn- 
ness is no easy task. Nevertheless, this 
particular portrayal, although moving, 
easy to read, and marked by a genuine 
simplicity and sincerity of purpose, 
might have benefited by a little more 
restraint. Particularly in the first half of 
the book, where the author is setting 
the scene, introducing the various char- 
acters, and getting the group under 
way, there is an abundance of sweetness 
and light. In the last half of the story, 
dealing with Francis’ later life and 
work, the pace is swifter, the style a 
little less bothersome. 

Clearly the author is interested mainly 
in portraying the character of Francis 
(and to a lesser extent, the characters 
of his disciples). For the average reader 
who is not already informed it would 
have been helpful to have dwelt a little 
more strongly on the life and times into 
which was projected this extraordinary 
figure, because the more we understand 
of Francis’ environment—physical, his- 
torical, mental, and spiritual—the bet- 
ter are we able to appreciate the saint 
himself. 

Mr. Schimberg is associate editor of 
the Catholic Herald-Citizen of Milwau- 
kee. He has* done several translations, 
and has written many short stories, 
articles and verses for a number of 
Catholic magazines. 


bg * * 


CATHOLIC PERIODICAL INDEX 


We have received inquiries as to whether 
our articles or reviews are listed in the above 
named publication. 

We are not listed, and have taken no action 
to get ourselves listed at this time. We do not 
consider the matter important for the reason 
that according to the latest edition of the 
Press Directory the total circulation of the 
Index is only 382 copies. 
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Increasingly Popular 











For Young or Old 


Lap oF LIMA 
Mary Fabyan Windeatt S. & W., $1.75 


Not till the bells of San Domingo tolled 


_a funeral song and Indians, Spaniards 


and Negroes rushed to the church, did 
the City of Lima actually realize it had 
known a saint. In this wise ends the 
story of the Lad of Lima, a Martin de 
Porres classic, written for children of 
reading age by Miss Windeatt, beauti- 
fully silhouetted by Sister Mary Jean, 
an O.P. (of course), and given a truly 
Dominican format. When this book be- 
comes widely known, the “children of 
reading age” will include all adults, 
lay, religious and clerical, for well can 
these be challeneged to take up this 
150-page classic in black and white and 
not lay it down till it be read from 
cover to cover. 

A truly remarkable “‘colo’d chile” was 
this miracle lad. True, he had begged 
the good Lord to make his soul white 
since his skin was black; but the 
good Lord “got even” with the goodness 
of His “‘colo’d chile.” He gave him the 
power to perform miracles in two places 
at the same time. True also that he was 
a lode-star of saintliness, counting as 
his friends Saint Rose of Lima, Saint 
Francis Solano and _ several saintly 
Franciscan and Dominican lay brothers 
—no, not men in high command—just 
mere lay brothers. . . . “I don’t care 
about being important. I don’t think 
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God would ever choose me for the big 
things in life. He has other souls in- 
stead. But He needs people to do little 
things for Him, too, so I have offered 
myself as a servant at the monastery. 
... (p. 43.) True again that little 
creatures, the monastery mice and rats, 
obeyed him when he played Pied Piper 
with them. True once more that even 
in death he performed a miracle . . . on 
. . . his own body .. . as it lay in the 
coffin. Enough hints. Read the book, 
young and grown-up children. Read 
the book, meet Brother Martin de 
Porres and ingratiate yourself into his 
favor. You will not be sorry. Read once, 
the book will be re-read, and Brother 
Martin will re-ward. 

Yes, Mary Fabyan Windeatt “pos- 
sesses the uncommon art of telling 
stories to children with skill and charm.” 
And ... so... more stories of saints 
for children, Miss Windeatt, more of 
such charming stories of saints for 
children! 


Sandusky, Ohio 


x rr 


IRELAND 


THE MacicaL REALM 

Kathleen Coyle Dutton, $3.00 
The Magical Realm is an autobiography 
that takes the reader far from the prob- 
lems of war, rationing and worries of 
1943, Miss Coyle has her problems too, 
but she writes of them with such poetic 
charm and graceful language that one 
realizes it is truly a magical realm she 
is describing. 

Her picture of an Irish childhood, 
dominated by an erratic but well-loved 
father, an old grandmother with a long 
memory for things and people of the 
past and a mother who tries so hard 
and succeeds so well in holding together 
a family of Irish individualists, makes 
for fascinating reading. 

Her account of Derry, the London- 
derry of the present day, begins with 
St. Columba and comes down through 
the years, to Lord Essex and the Lon- 
don Company’s arrival in Ireland. The 
influence of Christianity is traced from 
earliest times and its innate power in 
her people is well described. 

It is not a rollicking story of a happy, 
care-free childhood but it is filled with 
Gaelic wit and love of a good story. 
Wilmette, Til. 


—M. K. DeLtany REICHMANN 


—M. SALOME 
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THESE PAGES INCLUDE TITLES NOT SHOWN ON THE CHARTS 


Review excerpts are reprinted without prejudice to any reviewer, publisher or author. 


No Royat Roap 

R. Emmett Taylor U.N. C. Press, $4.00 
Dominicana: “In No Royal Road, the first 
extensive English biography of the man, Mr. 
Taylor rescues from oblivion Fra Luca Pacioli, 
a Conventual Franciscan who became the first 
great teacher of mathematics of modern times. 

Mr. Taylor did a workman like job on this 
biography, if biography it can be called, since, 
as is the current custom, it is the study of 
an age rather than of a man.” 
~ Peter M. Dunne in America: “Lovers of the 
Italian Renaissance will find themselves at 
home with this book and will enjoy it. That 
there is ‘No Royal Road’ to learning and to 
fame is shown in this biography of Pacioli, the 
mathematician, later turned Franciscan, who 
lived during the golden days of the high 
Renaissance in Italy. .. .” 

“. . . rambles delightfully and the style 
sometimes falls heavy ... a great deal about 
the Italy he lived and traveled in and that 
is saying much.” 


On Native Grounps 


Alfred Kazin Reynal, $3.75 
J. K. Paulding in Commonweal: “.. . survey 
of the American literary scene . . . the widest 


and most luminous anybody has yet made... . 

“Although he has excluded the poets from 
his panorama, he has not confined it to the 
writers of fiction, but has admitted the schol- 
ars and critics and some of the best of his 
portraits are of them.” 


On WINGS FoR FREEDOM 

Edward Shenton Macrae-Smith, $2.00 
Extension: “These brief, thrilling descriptions 
of outstanding gallantry on the part of Amer- 
ican aviators will be enjoyed by every Ameri- 
can, young and old.” 


100 Puzztes (How to Make and Solve Them) 

Filipiak Barnes, $1.00 
Our Sunday Visitor: “... one hundred fasci- 
nating puzzles are suggested for your enter- 
tainment and for the enlivenment of gather- 
ings with your friends . . . will help fill a 
boy’s idle hours and those of his companions.” 


One SMALL CANDLE 

Cecil Roberts Macmillan, $2.50 
Extension: “A popular author has produced 
another novel which will win him many 
more followers and add to the enthusiasm of 
his early admirers. . . . (Adult.)” 


Our PALACE WONDERFUL 

Rev. Frederick A. Houck Herder, $1.25 
The Liguorian: “. . . a mine of wonderful 
and curious information culled from astron- 
omy, biology and minerology, all of it directed 
towards the truth that the position of man 
a ‘sovereign tenant of the palace wonder- 
ER 
_ The Sign: “In a book that runs the whole 
gamut of the natural sciences, Father Houck 
Shows us man’s place in creation, and leads 
us through nature to nature’s God.” 


PAGEANT OF THE POPES 

John Farrow S. & W., $3.50 
The Catholic World: “Not unrelated to each 
other are two persistent, widespread and 
pernicious notions with regard to the priest- 
hood established by Christ: namely, the doc- 
trinal error that the validity of a sacrament 
depends upon the faith or moral status of 
the one who administers it; and the historical 
untruth that the record of the priesthood, the 
episcopate, the papacy is stainless.” “. . . an 
impressive narrative. .. .” 

Columbia: “It has a personality of its own; 
simple in style and unerring in its taste in 
picking out the really important elements.” 
Reginald Coffey, O. P. in The Torch: 

. on the whole it is a grand book.” 


“ 
. 


Mrs. PARKINGTON 

Louis Bromfield Harper, $2.75 
Arthur J. Sheehan in America: “It is an out- 
standing book and yet cannot be recommended 
without qualification. It pictures periods and 
phases of American life which were replete 
with vulgarity and licentiousness, and the 
language of the book is picturesquely adapted 
thereto.” 


PEOPLE OF Poros 

Peter Gray Whittlesey, $3.00 
America: “...A Portrait of the Greek Island 
Village . . . not a war book . . . merely his 
impressions of the very real people who are 
the modern Greeks of the peasant type.” 

Commonweal: “. . will help to give 
Americans a very different picture of the 
average Greek than the one we often form 
through our acquaintance with them here.” 


THE Perious NIGHT 

Burke Boyce Viking, $2.75 
Helen C. White in Commonweal: “It is the 
great merit . . . that it shows us both the 
catastrophic impact of the (American) Revolu- 
tion upon the settled lives of ordinary men 
and women and at the same time illustrates 
the quite unpretentious tenacity and the 
patient, even if sometimes muddled, endurance 
with which they can support the exhausting 
rigors of a prolonged struggle. 

“ . . a very heartening book to read at a 
time like the present. 

“  .. a Close-up view of a corner of a great 
historic scene that loses nothing of dignity for 
the closeness of view and gives to an extra- 
ordinary degree homely conviction to some of 
our basic traditions.” 


PHILOSOPHY FOR THE MILLIONS 
J. A. McWilliams, S.J. Macmillan, $2.00 


The Magnificat: “. . the author meets 
squarely, if gently and considerately, the mis- 
leading statements of popularizers of philoso- 
phy and the practical sciences, the foolish doc- 
trines advanced by writers and lecturers who 
have confused the two and wrought dire 
confusion in the minds of their readers or 
hearers.” 


Dominicana: “This book will appeal to the 
many who are asking themselves the why 
and wherefore of life and the best means to 
cope with the present turmoil of society. . . . 
The concluding chapter on the modern era 
is a timely discussion of the philosophies be- 
hind the present global conflict. . . .” 


PuysicaL CONDITIONING 


Stafford and Duncan Barnes, $1.00 
Our Sunday Visitor: “.. . exercises for sports 
and healthful living . . . primarily intended 


for use by the coach and athlete, but it can be 
used profitably by anyone who wishes to 
get in good physical condition. 

“. . . Special exercises entered of interest to 
girls and women . . . numerous illustrations 
descriptive of exercises recommended.” 


PLtans FOR Wortp Pgrace Turovcn Six 
CENTURIES 

Sylvester John Hemleb U. of Chicago, $2.50 
Lawrence J. Mannion in America: “.. . schol- 
arly study of the most important peace plans 
of history . . . a penetrating analysis of the 
evolution of the idea of a permanent organi- 
zation for maintaining world peace. 

“Tt is in the lack of a sound moral founda- 
tion . . . that he finds reason for failure. 

“. . . this work .. . leaves this reviewer 
with a feeling of hope for the future rather 
than with a sense of the futility. . . .” 





PRAYING WITH THE POVERELLO 

Mary Aloysi Kiener Pustet, $1.50 © 
Vincent McAloon in Our Sunday Visitor: “To 
take it in hand and follow it prayerfully is to 
experience within your soul the happiness of 
‘The World’s Happiest Man.’ .. . 

“One of these days the Catholic world at 
large is going to rediscover Saint Francis of 
Assisi. Numerous individuals and groups out- 
side the Church have already discovered him 
and made him their own. For instance, it is 
said that the founder of the Salvation Army 
was first inspired by the all-out example of 
Saint Francis.” ... 


Race, REASON AND RUBBISH 

Gunnar Dahlberg Columbia, $2.25 
J. McA. Kater in Commonweal: “The pur- 
pose . . . to evaluate our knowledge of the 
race problem as it relates to man. 

“Anyone who is still looking for a book 
by an author who is obviously intelligent, 
informed and balanced by a perfectly im- 
partial objectivity will find . . . adequate 
recompense for all of the weary hours of 
wading through entertaining but meaning- 
less junk and narrow prejudiced dissertations 
which reflect the natural confusion of tongues 
risen from our maniacal degree of educational 
specialization. 

“Let us hope that the Coughlinites and 
other religious and social fanatics will read 
this book and, even if none of the milk of 
human kindness can drip from their hearts, 
perhaps their reason will make them ashamed 
of their scientific idiocy. . . .” 
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RELIGIOUS TRENDS IN ENGLISH PorETry VoL. 
II: Rericious SENTIMENTALISM IN THE AGE 
oF JOHNSON 

Hoxie Neale Fairchild Columbia, $5.00 
Theodore Maynard in Commonweal: “It is 
immensely readable and informative, being 
at once a work of reference for the literary 
student and the theologian, and one that will 
entertain and enlighten the general reader. . . 
most of the poetry quoted can be skipped 
without loss; the exposition cannot be so 


skipped.” 


REPORT FROM Tokyo 

Joseph C. Grew S. & S., $1.50 
The Commonweal: “Joseph C. Grew, for 
nearly a decade our American Ambassador 
to Japan and now special adviser to the 
Secretary of State, admonishes his readers not 
to forget our most formidable enemy in the 
Pacific because of the perhaps more dramatic 
events on the shores of the Atlantic and the 
Mediterranean.” 


REPRISAL 
Ethel Vance Little, $2.50 
Catholic World: “. . . a drama of retribution 


painted on a taut canvas. ... A cool, ironic 
story; and one of haunting overtones.” 


Tue Roap Is Lonc 

Mary Mabel Wirries Ave Maria Press, $1.00 
The Magnificat: “She is especially successful 
in the depiction of young people; her love of 
them, her understanding of their youthful 
ways of thinking and doing give her the 
insight into their reactions in various situa- 
tions that renders their part in her short and 
long stories enjoyable.” 


Tue Roap to Vicuy 


Yves Simon S. & W., $2.25 
Columbia: “... in a few words, the thesis 
. is this: despite . . . Communists . . 
sit-down strikes, Blum .. . Freemasons .. . 


‘liberals, high ‘taxes and unwise concessions 
to labor, no Frenchman should have been 
guilty of conscious or unconscious treason to 
his country and to Europe; despite the Drey- 
fus case, Combes, the absurd anti-clericalism 
of the early century, the expropriation of 
Church property, no Catholic should have so 
debased his intelligence as to follow the de- 
structive courses recommended by ‘L’Action 
Francaise,’ ‘Gringoire; or any of the host of 
publications and movements which, wittingly 
and unwittingly,- played the role of Nazi 
propagandists in dividing and antagonizing 
French thought.” 


ROCKET TO THE MorRGUE 


H. H. Holmes Duell, $2.00 
Extension: “...a merry hodgepodge... 
a nun detective. . . . Catholic trimmings to 
give color to . . . clever and well-written 
story ... the very idea of a nun detective 


is too fanciful for us . . . glib references to 
things Catholic show that his knowledge of 
them is superficial at best.” 


Tue Rose UnpeTALED St. Therese of the Child 


Jesus 
Blanche Mortenville Bruce, $2.75 
Sign: “. . . this volume has a novelty of 


approach and a difference of perspective which 


more than justify its existence ... a ‘pa- 
limpsest’ in so far as she rewrites with bene- 
ficial improvement upon her predecessors. . . .” 


SaFE DELIVERANCE 

Frederick C. Irving Houghton, $3.00 
Commonweal: “. . . exceptionally charming 
doctors’ memoirs by the chief of the Boston 
Lying-in Hospital. A sprawling mixture, al- 
most campfire talk. Yarns about obstetrics, a 
little acrid; the history of the hospital and 
of its previous chiefs; seemingly sound evalua- 
tion. . . . By all means, give a copy to the 
young doctor; he will thrill to the life that 
is in it.” 


St. THOMAS AND THE ProBLEM oF Evit 
Jacques Maritain Marquette U., $1.50 
Nuntius Aulae: “. . . the 1942 Aquinas Lec- 
ture presented under the auspices of the 
Aristotelian Society of Marquette University. 
vs . the meaning of evil . . . the cause 
of evil. ... 

“His ability to dispense the wisdom of St. 
Thomas in modern dress, and to press it 
into the solution of modern riddles, is one of 
the future’s brightest hopes.” 


Seconp SowINnc 


Margaret Williams Sheed, $3.50 
D. H. Moseley in Commonweal: “. . . life 
of Mother Mary Aloysia Hardey . . . found- 


ress of Manhattanville and numerous other 
schools in the United States. 
Reviewed. 


THE SELF-BETRAYED: THE GLory AND Doom 
OF THE GERMAN ARMY 

Putnam’s, $3.00 
A timely, interesting book, probably one of 
the most revealing efforts in the present wave 
of post-war literature . highly recom- 
mended to all who want a good handbook 
on the German generals whose _ intellectual 
province was the first easy conquest of the 
men who now find the sands of time run- 
ning out. 

JoHn O'Connor 


THE SEVENTH Cross 

Anna Seghers Little, Brown, $2.50 
N.E.M. in The Catholic World: “It is clear 
that the author has more literary ability than 
comprehension of character, and, though the 
book is written with great skill, the technique 
sometimes clouds rather than aids our vision.”’ 


THE SINGLE WoMAN 

Ruth Reed Macmillan, $2.00 
The Cowl: “. . . thoroughly investigated the 
financial and social problems which affect 
women who remain single either through 
choice or circumstances . . . rightly contends 
on the basis of case histories that adequate 
adjustment and even complete happiness can 
really be achieved and sustained. . . .” 


SHapow CATCHER 

Julia Carson Longmans, $2.00 
Our Sunday Visitor: “Miss Carson understands 
the teen age and writes charmingly for that 


‘period of enthusiasm peculiar to unspoiled 


girlhood.” 


Staves NEED No LEADERS . 

Walter M. Kotschnig Oxford, $2.75 
Commonweal: “. . . Professor Kotschnig sug- 
gests philosophy, our Jewish and Christian 
religious traditions and—as a last resort— 
the lessons of history as the means of restor- 
ing a sense of abiding values and a knowledge 
of valid principles on the American educational 
scene, 

“Without going into the influence of Teach- 
ers College, Columbia, and other disciples of 
John Dewey, it may safely be said that a 
great proportion of our public schools present 
the unedifying and tragic spectacle of the 
blind leading the blind. The grasshoppery 
character of the themes of annual National 
Educational Association: meetings year after 
year gives a clue . . . as Professor Kotschnig 
puts it... ‘In the absence of any clear 
image of the ends of human existence—apart 
from immediate utility, which easily confuses 
cash with value—all the emphasis has been 
put on means rather than ends . . . his ob- 
servations on a wide range of educational 
problems are most able.” . 

THE SMALL CoMMUNITY 

Arthur E. Morgan Harper, $3.00 
John T. Frederick in The Chicago Sun: 

. . . @ general discussion of the problems 
and possibilities of the small community, a 
handbook of steps to be taken by those who 
want to solve some of those problems and 
realize some of those possibilities in their own 
neighborhoods.” 


So WE Buiip 

Mary Sewall Gardner Macmillan, $2.25 
The Magnificat: “Whatever public health 
nurses and officials may think of the book, 
the general reader will be very grateful for 
Miss Gardner’s adoption of this attractive 
means of acquainting them with the methods 
employed by those who devote themselves 
to the preservation of community health. She 
takes us to the office of . . . a public health 
director in a small city, and permits us to 
watch the daily procedure.” 


THESE Two Hanps 
E. J. Edwards Bruce, $2.25 


Jerome Kobel in The Cowl: “.. . a tribute 
to missionaries, and a keen analysis of that 
rather baffling thing called human nature.” 


A Tueory or Criticism or Fiction in Its 
Moral Aspects According to Thomistic Prin- 
ciples 

M. Gonzaga Udell, O.P. 1941 
Charles C. Miltmer in The Ave Maria: 
“Though the author expresses the hope that 
her work may be a guide for youthful read- 
ers, it seems to this reviewer that it is a 
philosopher’s book for philosophers, and an 
excellent one to put into their hands, These, 
let the youngsters consult.” 


THEey WERE EXPENDABLE 

W. L. White Harcourt, $2.00 
Extension: “The only fault in the story is its 
use of profanity.” 

Hartford Transcript: “Colloquial and un- 
adorned, this is an engaging and _ stirring 
book.” 
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THORN-APPLE TREE Spanish Republic not only on the Catholic THE Wispom oF CHINA AND INDIA 

Grace Campbell Duell, $2.50 Church in Spain, but on ‘Catholic dignitaries Edited by Lin Yutang Random, $3.95 
The Commonweal: “. . . current Canadian and members of the Church in all countries.’ John P. Ryan in Commonweal: “It would 


best-seller. . . . Her Scotch-Canadian com- 
munity becomes very real in its own simple 
way. And what holds it all together is a 
fictional recipe that never fails if at all com- 
petent the trials and victory of true love... . 
In format it is charming.” 


THOROFARE 

Christopher Morley Harcourt, $2.75 
Edward L. Keyes in Commonweal: “The 
manner of narration is the familiar Morley 
episodic one, the style not brilliant enough 
to carry to scholastic interludes, the incidents 
light; a falling off from the earlier chapters. 
If you're a Morley fan, you'll like it... .” 


THREE CAME TO VILLE MARIE 

Alan Campbell Coward, $2.50 
Commonweal: . recently awarded the 
Governor-General’s Annual Literary Award 
for the best novel of the year by a Canadian. 
If this is the best, one trembles to think about 


” 


the quality of those not-so-good ! 


“ 


Topay AND ToMORROW 
Edgar A. Guest R & L,$1.25 


Extension: “Inspirational verses for today.” 


, TRAIL OF THE Money Birp 


Dillon Ripley Harper, $3.50 
America: “. . . delightful book . . . up-to- 
date picture of the islands in the South Pacific 

. fascinating and informative story of the 
great variety of exotic and rare birds which 
inhabit the tropical countries . . . pleasure 
of knowing the attractive and _ intelligent 
group who made up the expedition and those 
they met on their stops from Panama to 
Singapore.” 


VALLEY OF DECISION 

Marcia Davenport Scribner’s, $2.00 
The Catholic World: “One would need the 
patience of Job to read the 788 pages of 
Marcia Davenport’s interminable novel. To 
keep one’s interest from flagging the author 
dishes up for us murder, suicide, adultery, 
fornication, prostitution, difficult pregnancies 
—all sprinkled with a profusion of ‘hells’ 
and ‘damns.’ ” 


Victory Is Not ENoucH 

Ranshojen-Wertheimer Norton, $3.00 
America:.“. . . a book to be definitely recom- 
mended, with due reservations, for your shelf 

.. tough reading . . . heavy-footed, but... 
stimulating, some of it is dynamite, but in- 
valuable for reference’ on the world that is 
abuilding. 


THe War or ConFrusIoN 

Leslie Bologh Bain Mill, $2.00 
Our Sunday Visitor: “As is usual with writers 
who do not understand the Church and, there- 
fore, are incapable of properly interpreting her 
actions, the author . . . spoils his work by his 
observations on policies of the Catholic and 
other religious organizations. . . . 

“Like most writers ahd authors who were 
poisoned by the official propaganda office of 
the Loyalist Army, he blames the defeat of the 


They seem never to have read the version of 
the Spanish War presented by those American 
visitors to, and correspondents from Spain, 
who took the trouble to look deeply into both 
sides of the controversy.” 


WE Took To THE Woops 

Louise Dickinson Rich Lippincott, $2.75 
Catholic World: “Colorful, informal, this na- 
ture book is exceptionally interesting and well 
done. 


Wuat Does GANDHI WANT? 

T. A. Raman Oxford, $1.25 
Theodore Maynard in Commonweal: “Raman 
is a young Indian lawyer and journalist who 
served on Gandhi staff. . . He now com- 
pletely disassociates himself from the Mahatma 
with regard to India and the war, for like all 
sensible men, he is convinced that Gandhi’s 
policy is one that points to disaster for India, 
and that the only chance of Indian freedom 
lies in an Allied victory.” 


Wuat’s Your NAME? 

Louis Adamic Harper, $2.50 
John LaFarge in America: “Everything con- 
ceivable you can say about peoples’ reaction 
to names is in this characteristically Adamic 
book. 

. Iam more impressed by the hundred- 
and-one amusing and very instructive things 
he tells, than by the reason for telling them. 

“. . . Mr. Adamic warns against taking 
these things too seriously. I should not take 
them even as seriously as he does.” 


WHEN THE Vert Is RENT 

Francis Clement Kelley S.A.G., $1.50 
Jerome Kobel in The Cowl: ‘ . a dream- 
frame on which Bishop Kelley weaves the 
tapestry of his conjectures about the soul’s 
transformation after death. Along the way to 
beatitude, the soul traverses the plane of un- 
derstanding, bridges the chasm of hatred 
wherein it observes the sorry lot of scoffers, 
the biased, victims of selfishness generally. .. . 
Would that it were somehow possible to have 
Everyman and his Wife read When the Veil Is 
Rent.” 


Wipe Is THE GATE 
Upton Sinclair 


Quite unfavorable. 


Viking, $3.00 


WILLARD GIBBS 


Muriel Rukeyser Doubleday, $3.50 


John S. O’Connor in America: “. . . Gibbs’ 
name is as little known to the world at large 
as the symbols of the sciences which he de- 
veloped. . . . he is recognized as the founder 
of modern Physical Chemistry and one of the 
greatest creative minds that America has ever 
produced. 

“. . arresting not only by reason of what 
we might call the ‘poetic prose’ in which the 
life is written, but because she has been able 
to snatch from anonymity the memory of one 
of whom time has made a phantom of science 
to haunt inventors who did not know his 
name.” 


seem improbably that an anthology of Indian 
and Chinese literature could become a popular 
book in America, and yet [this work] .. . 
promises to be such. 

“The main defect of the work seems to be 
that the author’s purpose will not be realized. 
He hoped that by presenting the Hindu mind 
and the essential spirituality of India we might 
understand and share with India the freedom 
and equality we are trying to create in the 
world . . . one feels that while the India of 
centuries ago has been revealed, he itinder- 
stands but little of the present-day religion 
and philosophy of the country.” 


q 


THe YEARS OF ENDURANCE 

Arthur Bryant Harper, $3.50 
Charles H. Metzger in America: “. ....politi- 
cal history of the last decade of the eighteenth 
century, when England was involved in a pro- 
tracted struggle with her neighbor across the 
Channel . . . colorful: and entertaining narra- 
tive, which is, however, not faultless history. 

“. . . indulges the fault he imputes to 
Grenville, namely, his race’s traditional tend- 
ency to self-justification . . . must have ad- 
dressed this book to a British audience . . . has 
not written the history of which he is ca- 


pable.” 


Younc WoMAN or EvROPE 


Ruth Feiner Lippincott, $2.50 
Sign: “. ..astyle . . . monotonous, as a pro- 
tracted bout of loud yelling . . . relentless in 
her moralizing about tyranny . . . but speaks 


of ‘ethics, morals, unwritten law, and the rest 


,” 


of the hypocritical hullabaloo’. 











Meatless Meals 


Meal-planning has already assumed 
increased importance. It will become 
more of a problem. 

This book of 192 pages—-by the for- 
mer Food Editor of the Chicago Herald- 
American—includes a section on New 
Menus and Recipes, nutrition charts, 
meatless menus for the different season 
and days of the week and a complete 


index. Published by Whitman. $1.50. 
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WESLEY 


Says Will Woods in The Missionary: 

“Father Maximin Piette, a Francis- 
can priest, wrote some six years ago what 
is probably the most appreciative book 
about John Wesley ever penned. An- 
other priest, a well-known convert, 
wears John Wesley’s silver buckles on 
his shoes whenever he celebrates Mass. 
He says that had not Wesley and his 
first disciples, whose fellow students 
called them ‘Methodists’ in ridicule of 
their regular lives, begun the first ‘Ox- 
ford Movement,’ we should never have 
had the second... . 

“Father Piette calls Mrs. Samual 
Wesley ‘that wonderful woman whom 
historians have unanimously named the 
Mother of Methodism’ (John Wesley 
in the Evolution of Protestanism, p. 
196).* 

“And very properly so... . For was 
it not she who gave her son that manly 
education, his depth of piety, and stub- 
born perseverence so much in evidence 
throughout the whole of his apostolate.’ 

“  . . During a considerable portion 
of his life he was an assiduous reader 
of Thomas a Kempis, a favorite author 
with Mother Wesley also. He was far 
more preoccupied with battling heresy 
than with championing it.” 

Clarissa Bond of North Carolina was 
a spiritual daughter of John Wesley. 
Her son was one of the founders of the 
group of missionaries now popularly 
known as Maryknollers. 





*Sheed & Ward, 1937, $5.00. 


* * * 


Authors of Children’s Books 


The recent addition of four authors 
of children’s books to the Gallery of 
Living Catholic Authors brings the total 
number of writers of Juvenile literature 
within the Gallery to seventeen. This 
special section was not inaugurated un- 
til 1941. 

The recent additions include Valenti 
Angelo, first known for his fine illustra- 
tions and the imaginative charm of his 
pictures which added so greatly to the 
beauties of his own books for children; 
Mary Jane Carr, whose first book, 
Children of the Covered Wagon was 
published in 1934; Mildred Criss, who 
began by writing verse and has a forth- 
coming book on Pocahontas; and 
Margaret Ann Hubbard, whose most 
recent book is The Hickory Limb. 


Second Sowing Brings Second Harvest 
THE STORY OF THE RELIGIOUS OF THE SACRED HEART 


SECOND Sow1nc. The Life of Mary 
Aloysia Hardey 

Margaret Williams S. & W. 
Reviewed by Mary E. Carroll, Barat 
College of the Sacred Heart, Lake 
Forest, Illinois. 

In a day when novices were fre- 
quently so young, “that it was necessary 
to lengthen their habits once or twice 
before they had finished growing,” 
Mary Anne Hardey became Sister Aloy- 
sia of the Religious of the Sacred Heart 
before she was sixteen, made her vows 
at seventeen, and became a Mistress 
General in the same year. She was as 
surprised as the business agents who 
had to deal with her at her early as- 
sumption of responsibility. But youth 
was a fault she was correcting day by 
day, and the story of her rectification of 
this flaw as she progressed to Reverend 
Mother, American provincial, and As- 
sistant General of the order provides 
the material for her biography—sSecond 
Sowing by M. Margaret Williams of 
Manhattanville College. 

The substance of the book shows her 
work in advancing the purposes of the 
order. “The ground-breaking and plant- 
ing had been done by the time responsi- 
bility was laid upon her; she reaped 
from that grain as it ripened and made 
her second sowing.” If the narrative 
thread become occasionally lost to the 
reader, it is because of the bewildering 
network of Mother Hardey’s transcon- 
tinental treks in the service of God but 
in the somewhat inadequate nineteenth 
century conveyances of man. 








KITCHEN-WARE 


Books ON TRIAL has been referred to 
as a compass, an anchor, a searchlight, 
a beacon, a beam, etc. Now, from New- 
port, Rhode Island, comes the sugges- 
tion that “It is an effective sieve for 
the educational chef.” 


* bs * 


GARDEN BOOKS 


We have available a pamphlet de- 
scribing 38 books on gardening—flower 
and vegetable—on trees, lawns, plants, 
landscaping, etc.—prices 75c to $5.00. 
Sent on request. 


Destined to a life of action and re. 
sponsibility, Mother Hardey appears 
in this account as a shrewd business 
woman—a far-sighted educator—a sym- 
pathetic and humorous mentor of her 
spiritual daughters—who could say to 
one: “Tommasini, stop crying. I don’t 
want to get my feet wet,” yet leave be 
hind her in any house she visited new 
zeal’ in the practice of virtue. Moral 
earnestness and psychological insight 
met in her, as in her remarks on good 
teaching: ‘The secret of bringing up 
children well lies in the knowledge of 
the human heart, in patience, in influ- 
ence, in example. . . . Hold your chil- 
dren through the heart, through their 
sense of honor, reward them generously, 
but three or four times a year it is well 
to come down upon them with the 
majesty and thunder of the Last 
Judgment.” 


The author’s tendency to surrender 
to interesting but not strictly relevant 
material accounts for the inclusion of 
many delightful details, which give the 
book the greater part of its charm. 


Very seldom does Mother Williams’ 
own wit color her narrative, but it oc- 
casionally breaks through. So, with 
these words, she describes the trepida- 
tion of a group of city officials awaiting 
Reverend Mother Hardey in her New 
York parlor: “The gentlemen renewed 
their oath of fidelity to the Board of 
Public Works.” 


This book is a tribute to Mother 


Williams’ scholarship. Despite the per- 
fect sympathy and admiration which 
the author feels for her subject, she has 
written a well-authenticated factual ac- 
count, devoid of the sentimental and 
apocryphal. But like Shakespeare pur- 
suing the will o’ the wisp of a pun, she 
has a weakness: she cannot resist the 
opportunity of tracing to its beginning 
every historical trail she crosses. So she 
has weighted her book with accounts 
of the early history of Maryland 
(Mother Hardey’s ancestors were among 
the first settlers), with legal history and 
with other material which expands the 
work beyond mere respectable solidity. 


All in all, it is a very worth while 


addition to any library—a book of real 
historical significance. 
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A Challenge to Readers 


NE of the most prolific writers of 

penetrating literary comments and 
reviews is John O’Connor, whose syn- 
dicated column, Literary Cavalcade, ap- 

rs in a dozen or more newspapers, 
and who contributes regularly to Booxs 
on TRIAL as a member of our Editorial 
Staff. 

Mr. O’Connor looks upon 1943 as a 
great challenge to our writers. 

“The myth of ‘necessary progress’,” 
he says, “was completely swept away 
when the totalitarian governments — 
starting in 1917—came into power in 
Europe. Many liberals were slow to see 
that all of these political structures were 
essentially based upon power—not upon 
law. Hordes of intellectuals became 
thapsodic over the ‘Russian experi- 
ment’; others sang the praises of a saw- 
dust Caesar or an orator in a greasy 
raincoat who would one day unloose 
the hounds of war upon the world. 


The Signs of the Times 


“Theorists who dreamed of ‘neces- 
sary progress’ thus today find them- 
selves totally unarmed—and the day of 
the beast at hand. Persecution, whole- 
sale massacres, pagan ‘morals now domi- 
nate a good part of the world, largely 
due to the efforts of these people of the 
past. At home there are signs that all 
is not intellectually or morally well. 
Some blame it upon the usual ‘let-down’ 
that accompanies a war. It would be 
More exact to trace it through the cumu- 
lative errors committed in law, in edu- 
cation, in vague religions and vaguer 
philosophies, in writing. . . . Representa- 
tive government is in great danger; the 
spirit of the Constitution is ignored; 

. non-elected officials and political 
bosses rule without much consent of the 
governed; 85 per cent of the colleges 
admitted in the New York Times survey 
that courses in American history were 
not required for a degree; the Supreme 
Court has just, in effect, upheld the 
Nevada divorce laws against the rest 
of the Union. Those are but a few signs 
of the times—and a flinging of the 
gauntlet in the face of those who be- 
lieve and fight for Christian principles.” 


We Must Read to Understand 


In our opinion we cannot hope to 
have an intelligent basis for a balanced 
View of these vitally important matters 


if we confine our reading—as so many 
do—to daily newspapers and interest- 
serving business weeklies whose liveli- 
hood depends on the support of com- 
mercial advertisers, and whose philoso- 
phy is influenced accordingly—or upon 
the other attractively embroidered jour- 
nals that have no philosophy at all. 

Books have their weak points yet they 
are almost our only hope. The tragedy 
has been that those of least merit often 
enjoy the widest circulation—for rea- 
sons frequently mentioned in Books on 
TriAL. There seems to be an undue 
affinity between the worst thinkers and 
the best sellers. 

But, however great the challenge to 
our writers, there is a still greater and 
more awful challenge to our readers. 


Leaving Everything to the Janitor 


According to the Liguorian, a preach- 
er made the following announcement 
from his pulpit: 

“Brethren. The janitor and I will 
hold our regular prayer meeting next 
Wednesday evening, as usual.” 

Some of our very fine authors must 
have a fellow feeling for that preacher— 
and some of that middle class that is 
in danger of being wiped out—and some 
of the “upper” classes that should know 
better—had better pause and consider 
whether serious reading is likewise to 
be left to the janitor. If it is, then there 
need be no surprise if the future of our 
institutions is dictated by those whose 
horizons are equally restricted. 


Weapons Going to Rust 


Mr. O’Connor is again challenging 
the writers. when he says: 

“The poets and philosophers are the 
only ones who have met the challenge 
of the day . . . the novelists and play- 
wrights are far behind them. The big- 
gest story in the world is happening all 
about them and they—like the Roman 
soldiers—only stand and watch .. .! 
Internally and externally we are at war! 
We are fighting the forces of darkness, 
of totalitarianism, of materialistic wel- 
fare workers run riot—and we fail to 
use the literary weapons at hand.” 

We challenge readers when we ask, 
How many bankers or other business 
men, for example, are reading Nova 
Scotia and pondering the problems of 
“‘co-operatives”—how many of them— 
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from the daily press—even know any- 
thing about the spirit of such move- 
ments? How many of them have the 
mental fortitude to read and meditate 
on such books as McNabb’s Old Prin- 
ciples and the New Order? 

Is it not true, in fact, that most of 
those who most need such books have 
never heard of them? In a certain way 
the value of such books might be ad- 
duced from the fact that they are 
scarcely mentioned in the secular press 
upon which most of our people depend 
for what they think of as information. 

Neither politics or economics are pri- 
mary—except that they are moral. How 
many think of either as connected with 
religion? Ask your acquaintances whe- 
ther they can think of any economic 
problem that is not, at the bottom, a 
religious problem. In the world where 
you would expect to find some basic in- 
terest in economics—the business world 
—the reaction you will get will be one 
of blank amazement. The unspoken 
thought will be—“Why, I didn’t suspect 
this fellow was just another crack-pot! 
Well, one never knows!”—and they go 
blithely on—blaming Washington, or 
Hitler—like men in a drugstore com- 
plaining that there was no choice except 
to go unshaven. 

1943 is a challenge to writers but it 
is a still greater challenge to readers. 
Writers are challenged to produce what 
is as yet unwritten but readers have 
only to turn to what already exists. 

To help readers sort the grain from 
the chaff is the mission of Booxs on 
TRIAL. 

* * * 


Comics 

By Michael Williams in his Views & 
Reviews column in The Commonweal: 

The substitution of comic strips and 
headlines of stupendous silliness and 
mass-produced “features” of most dubi- 
ous types and stuff labelled “news” 
which is heavily adulterated by “slants” 
and “policies” of a partisan political 
or partisan economic character, dic- 
tated by multi-millionaire chain pro- 
prietors and egoistic individuals, has so 
degraded a great mass of what are still 
called “newspapers” that such genuine 
papers as the Times, and the small 
number of others which still hold fast 
to the same good traditions and stand- 
ards, should be given honor only second 
to that earned by the nations that are 
fighting the Axis. 
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The Santons 


PAINTED SAINTS 

Lucy Embury Viking, $2.00 
This is a story of the “Santons,’’—bril- 
liant, lively, romantic. 

A homeless boy finds himself unex- 
pectedly adopted by an old priest who 
teaches him to read and write. The boy 
helps by selling little painted figures of 
saints and peasants, (Santons), which 
the priest has modelled. 

Through meeting a girl of his own 
age, Sibilo, the boy Marcel becomes ac- 
quainted with her father, a professional 
potter, who discovers the artistry of the 
old priest’s work. Their friendship as 
the children grow up and their travels 
through Provence provides the back- 
ground for a delightful story that will 
appeal to "teen age readers and many 
older people as well. 

The illustrations are particularly good 
and the end pages contain attractive 
colored pictures of the Santons. 


x * bs 
Sinarquism 

The Register, Denver, directs atten- 
tion to the fact that almost at the same 
time that a pamphlet was published at 
Mt. Angel College, Oregon, explaining 
that the Sinarquist movement in Mex- 
ico condemns Communism, totalitarian- 
ism and tyranny a St. Louis daily pre- 
sents Sinarquista as a bloody revolu- 
tionary and Fascist movement—exactly 
“the impression that American Reds 
would like the U. S. to swallow.” 

We mention this only as an example 
of a hundred similar misconceptions 
held by those who depend on the daily 
press for what they think is informa- 


tion. 
* * * 


“TRAIL BLAZERS” 


We are pleased to note that the re- 

view written by Professor Paul B. Sears 
of Oberlin College in our last issue has 
been used by the feature editor of the 
N.C.W.C. News Service of Washington 
as the basis of a 2-page release sent to 
subscribers to their Trail Blazer col- 
umn. 
_ The book in question, The Funda- 
mentals of Plant Science, brought to 
its author, Mary Ellen O’Hanlon, head 
of the department of biology at Rosary 
College, an honorary membership in the 
Eugene Field Society, a national asso- 
ciation of authors and journalists. 
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MORE RIVERS 


THE CHICAGO 


Harry Hansen F. & R., $2.50 
THE St. LAWRENCE 
Henry Beston F. & R., $2.50 


I don’t know for what reason the pub- 
lisher chose to release these two vol- 
umes in The Rivers of America series at 
about the same time. If they did so 
because of the difference in treatment 
and style of writing the result has been 
to make it possible to read one book 
immediately following the other with 
enjoyment. 

In The Chicago we have a large fund 
of information—the book is crammed 
with facts and brimming with incidents 
that affected not only the Middlewest 
but the history of the nation itself. 

It is fitting that the St. Lawrence 
should be treated differently. For most 
of its length it lies without the United 
States and the actions or characteristics 
of particular individuals has much less 
to do with our own country. Probably 
one of the most distinguished books of 
the series, the author has given greater 
attention to the forces of nature and 
less to anecdote and history, although 
latter is by no means neglected. 

The Chicago is colorful—it does not 
portray a mighty river—being mostly 
within the metropolis the river is over- 
shadowed by the city. There is little 
chance to write about nature as Henry 
Beston has done of The St. Lawrence 
but Harry Hansen has made good use 
instead of many exciting dramatic hap- 
penings that have taken place on the 
shores of the Chicago. 

Under able editorship both of these 
books are valuable contributions. 


* * * 


POST-WAR PLANNING 
(Extract from radio speech of Fulton J. 
Sheen as quoted in The Brooklyn Tablet.) 
“Judging by the speeches and the 
writings of some of the present-day 
post-war planners, they are still assum- 
ing with Marx that man is essentially 
economic, or with Darwin that he is 
essentially animal, or with Freud that 
he is essentially sexual, or with Hitler 


that he is essentially political. Hence 


they seem to think that all we have to 
do is to change an economic system, 
or form new parties, or give more sex 
instruction, or provide greater license to 
the break-up of the family—and we will 
have peace! 


“Nuts Do Not Explain Squirrels” 


“These planners think they are prac. 
tical, because they talk in terms of 
money, trade, international police, geo. 
graphical areas of influence, and fed. 
erated States. The truth is they are just 
as impractical as men who might legis. 
late for squirrels by passing laws about 
nuts. Squirrels eat nuts, and man lives 
economically; but as nuts do not ex 
plain squirrels, so neither does produc. 
tion explain man... . 

“Up until now it has been said Chris. 
tianity does not suit the modern man, 
therefore scrap Christianity. Now let us 
say, Christianity does not suit modern 
man, therefore let us scrap modem 
man.... 

“We have given the Marxists their 
chance, and the Darwinians theirs, and 
the Freudians theirs, and the Liberals 
theirs. Now let’s give man a chance!” 
(At the conclusion of the series on the radio, 
these speeches will be made available in 
pamphlet form, To avoid delay those desiring 


the pamphlet would do well to place their 
orders on file.) 


* w * 


The Post Office and 
Dirty Magazines 

Certain journalists who like to style 
themselves as “liberals” protest when- 
ever the Postmaster-General takes away 
the second-class mailing privileges from 
a magazine judged to be too indecent 
to enjoy the privileges of the mails. 

A reply to such protests was recently 
made by Postmaster-General Walker 
and it is worth remembering for futuré 
reference: “It was never intended by 
Congress that the Post Office Depart- 
ment should admit such matter to sec- 
ond-class mail privileges. Such a re 
quirement would compel the taxpayer to 
bear a portion of the expense of distri- 
bution of such publications and in fact 
contribute to the corruption of the 
morals of the public.” 

Quoted from The Shield, Columbus, 


Ohio. 
* * * 


Two Best Sellers 

The Revised New Testament is re 
ported by the Thomas More Book De 
partment as their steadiest best seller. 
Prices: $1.25-$2.50-$3.50-$5.00-$6.00. 
The more recent Commentary, which 
was gotten out as a companion-piect 
to the New Testament is gradually 
gaining ground. The latter is published 
in one edition only—$2.00. ‘ 
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“GAY LEGENDS OF THE SAINTS” 
“THE CHURCH’S PLAY” 


Reviewed by Sr. M Bernice, F.S.P.A., 
Cathedral High School, Superior, Wis- 
consin, a Teacher of English and 
Journalism and a recognized authority 
on Juvenile literature. 

Last year Frances Margaret Fox de- 
lighted lovers of children’s books with 
her exquisite Legends of the Christ 
Child.* This year she has given us a 
worthy successor in Gay Legends of 
the Saints.* Miss Fox never deceives 
her readers. The stories she presents 
are identified as legends and the very 
meaning of the word legends is “worth 
reading.” This type of story is impor- 
tant in a child’s education to enrich 
his background of knowledge of his re- 
ligion. Besides the delightful story in 
each legend, the child acquires a wealth 
of understanding of the varied natures 
of the saints. Knowing these legends, 
the child can more intelligently in- 
terpret the frequent allusion he will 
find to such ideas as “St. Swithin 
and the Forty Days Rain,” “The 
Influence of St. Roch in Sickness” 








BELLOC 


Says Francis P. Lyons in The Mis- 
sionary : 

“For an American to speak 
bluntly about British rulers, an- 
cient or modern, is to run the risk 
of being smeared as, at the mo- 
ment, unpatriotic. When an Eng- 
lishman speaks bluntly, however, 
he cannot be so attacked. Shall we 
therefore simply quote what a thor- 
ough Britisher has to say about 
the Tudors in general and ‘good 
Queen Bess’ in particular?” 

He is speaking about Belloc’s book, 
Hizabeth, Creature of Circumstance,* 
and although the book has been pub- 
lished for some months, four pages are 
devoted to it in the December issue. 

We interpret the present in the light 
of the past. Reading this book may 
help us to understand the positions that 
May develop in other countries in Eu- 
tope where religion has now been sup- 
pressed. 


“Harpers, $2.75. 


and many other familiar ideas that 
have found their way into our culture. 

Another important book for children 
that has just come out is The Church’s 
Play* by Grace Hurrell. Miss Hurrell 
suggests that the Church “makes a sort 
of play of the Life of Our Lord, so 
that we can join in and act our part in 
it. The Seasons—Advent, Christmas, 
Lent, Easter and so on—are the acts 
and the special feasts and fasts are the 
scenes.” In the second part of the book 
she takes us through the Mass, repre- 
senting it as a drama. Anne Pracny 
has brought out effectively in the illus- 
trations the idea that: “The Mass is 
the Church’s play: The audience is 
God and His Angels: The Players are 
the Priest and the Servers: We are the 
Crowd.” The writer never lets the 
reader forget that all have a vital role 
to play in the Mass and that this role 
deserves to be well played. Study and 
practice will be necessary to accomplish 
this end. This book will be most useful 
in grade libraries. 





*Each book, $1.50 
x & 


Nurses’ Training 

WHEN I Grow UP I’Lu BE A Nurse 

Lillian Rifkin Lothrop, $1.25 
Reviewed by Sr. M. Salome, Editorial 
Staff member, Sandusky, Ohio. 
A photographic book of 38 pages which 
shows little girls what it means to learn 
to be a nurse and how important her 
job in life is. “To help sick people get 


'well is an important job. . . . People 
who do this are nurses. . . . The training 
to be a nurse is very hard.” . . . but 


very satisfying when graduation day 
comes and nurses don their caps. The 
full-page photographic illustrations show 
the nurses practicing on the famous 
Mrs. Chase, how to make beds, how to 
care for sick little children, how to 
listen attentively to the doctor’s lec- 
tures, etc. The work of the three years’ 
training to graduation day is briefly 
described. It is “a must book for all 
libraries, large and small,”’ but its con- 
tents must be interpreted to little girls 
by a nurse, the teacher or the librarian. 
It is beyond the comprehension of chil- 
dren. ’ 
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MARITAIN 


MARITAIN VOLUME OF THE THOMIST 

S & W, $3.50 
Whatever Jacques Maritain says is of 
the greatest interest to students and 
professors of philosophy, because he is 
a great philosopher. And this volume 
in honor of his sixtieth birthday is as 
worthy of him as any work could well 
be. It is philosophical for the most part, 
with really difficult though important 
articles by persons such as Yves Simon, 
on Maritain’s philosophy of the sci- 
ences, and Father Gerald Smith on 
theory of knowledge, Adler’s article, on 
God’s existence, will possibly start the 
most serious debate. Not all the chap- 
ters are on Maritain’s own philosophy. 
For instance, President Hutchins writes 
on The Theory of Oligarchy: Edmund 
Burke, and others write on culture, and 
peace, and contemplation, and provi- 
dence. Besides, there are drawings of 
Maritain, one by Mrs. Hutchins and 
one by Father Couturier, and a motet 
with the Thomistic texts selected by 
Raissa Maritain and the music com- 
posed by Arthur Lourie. The pages by 
Ruth Anshen suggest how significant 
Maritain is for the thoughtful and often 
searching but bewildered modern mind. 
Waldemar Gurian’s chapter on Mari- 
tain’s Political Philosophy is seen by 
this reviewer as at once the freshest 
statement on Maritain’s own _philoso- 
phy and as entirely true to that phi- 
losophy. 

The volume, though of course hard 
to read, is an honor to the contributors, 
and to Catholic thought in our country, 
and to the editors of The Thomist where 
the matter first appeared. 


(By Leo R. Ward, author of 
“Nova Scotia,” “Holding Up the 
Hills,” “God in an Irish Kitchen,” 
and contributor to Books ON 
TRIAL. ) 


Educational Failure 


Says J. F. N. in Our Sunday Visitor: 

“The failure of purely secular or 
materialistic education is evident in 
every country of the world. Never be- 
fore was education so universal; never 
before was so much money spent on it, 
yet never was the world in sorer straits. 

“Our own country is fanatical on the 
subject of education, yet it leads all 
others in crime, in divorce, in the produ- 
cation of lewd literature, in widespread 
graft and fraud.” 
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By Dr. Ellard 


LITURGY AND PERSONALITY 

Dietrich von Hildebrand Longmans, $2.00 
Reviewed by Gerald Ellard, S.J., Ph.D., 
St. Mary’s College, St. Marys, Kans. 
Coming as the fourth of the Golden 
Measure books is this volume by the 
profound German philosopher, one of 
that elite corps of savants whose pres- 
ence in America is owing to Hitlerist 
policies. Fordham University gained in 
this instance what the Ludwig-Maxi- 
milian University Munich has lost, and 
von Hildebrand continues amongst us 
the apostolate of the written word be- 
gun in Europe long ago. 

It is von Hildebrand’s theme that the 
Liturgy (capitalized throughout), con- 
sciously and actively lived, tends to de- 
velop, enlarge and deepen all that lies 
within’s man free choice in the building- 
up of a personality, so that “these con- 
siderations may help the individual to 
assist in the celebration of the Liturgy 
with deeper awareness, keener insight 
into its inexhaustible depths, its clas- 
sicism, its profundity of organic nature.” 

The doctor is careful not to confuse 
means with end, and never loses sight 
of the fact that God’s glory is the final 
purpose of all liturgical worship: “Al- 
though the present book seeks to stress 
the exceptional personality - building 
forces contained in the Liturgy, we 
must at the same time emphasize that 
the primary intention of the Liturgy 
is not sought in the formation of per- 
sonality. . . . We must particularly 
stress that in examining the process 
of peronal transformation brought about 
by the spirit objectified in the Liturgy, 
we are not interpreting the Liturgy as 
any kind of a pedagogical means.” 

The quotations are also, we believe, 
a fair sample of the philosophic and 
abstract cast of the volume. These 
essays were not designed for casual 
street-car reading. Among the leading 
topics of the study are: Liturgy and 
Man’s Vocation; Communion-Spirit in 
the Liturgy; the Spirit of Reverence in 
the Liturgy; the Spirit of Response-to- 
Value in the Liturgy. 

Although careful by and large to add 
the necessary qualification, lest he seem 
to “over emphasize one religious truth” 
at the expense of another, the author, it 
seems to me, here and there makes 
generalizations too broad in their bear- 
ing. For the sake of readers, who might 
conceivably gag on occasional expres- 
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sions, such as “its [the Liturgy’s] es- 
sential preeminence over all other forms 
of devotion,” I presume to set down this 
capsule-corrective: : 

An acquaintance of mine, an artist, 
who has taken honors on both sides of 
the Atlantic, was being entertained by 
some friends of the Liturgy, and in a 
discussion about her art-methods, she 
was rather pointedly asked if she recited 
the Day Hours. 

“Well, sometimes I do, but oftener 
I don’t.” 

“That’s too bad: you would be a 
better artist, if you always said the 
Day Hours.” 

“No,” came the rejoinder, “I would 
be a better Christian, if I always said 
them. If they make one a better artist, 
how about the thousands of priests who 
say them every day? Where are your 
artists among them?” 

The book ends with a prayer, itself 
eloquent testimony that Hildebrand 
knows full well that Liturgy is not an 
automatic spiritual system: “It seems 
inconceivable then that so many Catho- 
lics feed on stones instead of bread, lead 
a life in which their contact with this 
stream of divine life is so limited, and 
is restricted to the mere duty of attend- 
ing Holy Mass on Sundays. Others who 
attend Mass more frequently and re- 
ceive Communion, do not in spit of this 
attain a full conscious participation in 
the mystery, because they only ‘pray 
in the Mass’ and do not follow the 
recommendation of the saintly Pope 
Pius X, to ‘pray the Mass.’ They do 
not know the Divine Office. Even among 
priests who are obliged to recite the 
Divine Office daily there are some who 
do this only as another duty. They are 
not aware that through the Divine 
Office they are allowed to draw from 
the true sources of the spirit of Christ. 
Considering all this, we should appeal 
to all those who live in the House of 
God and who do not yet know the 
ubertas domus Domini (the plentitude 
of the fruitfulness of the House).” 

The author has demonstrated on 
every page of the book that he per- 
sonally knows the plentitude of that 
fruitfulness. The volume is a valuable 
addition to the line of literary sign- 
posts pointing to a wider and deeper 
liturgical life in America and elsewhere. 

Dr. Ellard is author of: 


Mystical Body of Christ.... 1939 1.00 
Men at Work and Worship.. 1940 2.50 
The Dialog Mass.......... 1942 2.75 
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By Dr. Ives Simon 


I REMEMBER, I REMEMBER 

Andre Maurois Harper, $3.00 
Comment by Ives R. Simon, professor 
of philosophy at Notre Dame Univer. 
sity, author of Road to Vichy,' March 
to Liberation? and other books. 


The main interest of autobiographies 
by foreign writers is to give the reader 
a chance to become acquainted with 
the daily realities of social life in other 
countries. M. Maurois’ book would 
have been a grand work if it had been 
more constantly inspired by this soci- 
ological consideration. Some chapters 
contain a great deal of fascinating ob- 
servations about the life of a middle. 
class family in northwestern France, 
Also the pages where the writer records 
his experiences as a school boy, tells 
about his teachers and the educational 
system prevailing in French high 
schools are most interesting and mov- 
ing testimonies. I do not like so much 
the many passages in which M. Maurois 
indulges in reviving memories of a mere- 
ly personal interest, whether they con- 
cern his brilliant career as a writer or 
his affective life. 

Yet such indulgence in the considera- 
tion of his personal past completes the 
picture which the book is intended to 
be: that of a French literary man whose 
main development took place between 
the two World Wars. One of the char- 
acteristics of cultural life in France dur- 
ing that period was the solitude of the 
man of culture. He could have friends— 
M. Maurois had many of them, and 
most distinguished ones—yet he really 
felt solitary in a world in which social 
communion had become dreadfully dis- 
integrated. Hence an inevitable overem- 
phasis upon the ego. 

Like the other works of M. Maurois, 
this book is written in a lovely and 
steadily perfect style reminiscent of the 
best French writers of the XVIIIth cen- 
tury. The translation by Denver and 
Jane Lindley conveys all the qualities of 
the French original. 





1S. & W., $2.25. 
2 Tower Press, $1.75. 


MEMBERS C.P.A. 

, Since our last issue was pub 
lished we have been advised that 
we were elected to active member 
ship in the Catholic Press Associ 
tion by a 100% vote of the Exect 
tive Committee. 
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SPIRITUAL 


SPIRITUAL READINGS FROM 
MoTHER St. PAUL 
Longman’s, $3.00 

... For people who are not able to make 
a definite meditation every day this 
volume will have a distinct value... . 
and the acceptable foreword will be 
very acceptable to those who pursue 
the Ignatian method of prayer. 

Longmans, Green are to be felicitated 
on producing this beautiful memorial 
book to Mother St. Paul, who made 
such a magnificent contribution to 
spiritual literature. 

. it is a great acquisition to any- 
one’s library to have the cream of all 
Mother St. Paul’s books gathered into 
one single volume. | 

—MOoOTHER JEAN JOHNSON 
The Cenacle, Chicago 


x wr 


Hope oF LIFE 

Sister Monica, Ph.D. Kenedy, $1.25 
This spiritual book is ideal Lenten read- 
ing, hopeful, as its title implies, of a 
most delightful life beyond the grave. 
Heaven, as the author proves by Scrip- 
tural quotation, is a place where we will 
retain our personality, with body and 
soul reunited to do some definite service 
there. Meeting our family and friends 
is not the least of the joys we shall 
know. For those who find spiritual read- 
ing depressing because they believe that 
holiness is too difficult to attain, there 
is much consolation in this book whose 
beautifully written contents are as 
cheerful as its gay scarlet binding. 


—F. Y. Y. 
ae ere 


A LETTER FROM LISIEUXx 
Scapular Press, $1.75 
Commonweal: “. . . a short biography of 
one sister of Saint Therese of Lisieux written 
by another of her sisters on the eve of Hitler’s 
invasion of France. It will delight those who 
are familiar with the Little Flower’s own 
autobiography. . . .” 
Columbia: “. . . a book of artistic excel- 
lence as well as an authoritative manual... .” 


bg * * 


My S1LENT ParTNER And Other Stories 
Rev. H. J. Heagney, Litt.D. 

The Sign: “.. . a certain best seller 
for children. The first story is about 
Saint Joseph and the last one about 
Saint Gabriel. . In between . . 

seventy other tales . . . which run the 
gamut of variety and youthful appeal.” 
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THE PaTER Noster or St. TERESA 
W.J. Doheny, C.S.C. 
Bruce, cloth $1.50 
paper $1.00 
. a translation of the Pater Noster of 
that great servant of God, St. Teresa of 
Avila.” 

For laics as well as clergy, Religious and 
novices—a reliable and helpful guide to the 
Way of Perfection. Each of the sixteen chap- 
ters is devoted on a phrase or sentence from 
the Our Father, 


“ 


THE RosariANS HANDBOOK 

Edited by Dominic Dolan, O.P. $1.50 
This book is far above the usual devotional 
work. . . . The editor has ably turned out a 
rounded selection of historical documents 
relating to the Rosary, the meditations upon 
the various mysteries, and a group of prayers 
that are especially suited to this great devo- 
tion . . . the content and makeup of this 
little handbook call for merited praise. 

Joun O’Connor 


Tuts War Is THE PASSION 

Caryl Houselander S. & W., $2.00 
Extension: “One of the immortal sagas of 
the present conflict is the courage manifested 
by the civilian population of England under 
the murderous bombardments. It re- 
mained . . . to an English girl to offer solace 
to war-racked souls and to present a spiritual 
air-raid defense. . . . If you can only buy a 
few books .. . let this be one of them.” 


Way or BLEssep CHRIST 

Vincent Kienberger 
Hartford Transcript: “... 
reading in this book. . . .” 

Nuntius Aulae: “. . . as His Excellency 
Archbishop Stritch writes in the foreword 
. the book is for the pious reader. 

. . for those who love quietly, gently, 
with an inner warmth but a cool exterior.” 
Jerome Kobel in The Cowl: “.. . blends the 
varied aims underlying the four gospel ac- 
counts, supplies items of locale and atmos- 
phere which those narratives lack, and con- 
tains masterly comment and application for 
our day.” 


Longmans, $2.25 
rewarding spiritual 


“ 


WE Wish To SEE JEsus 

Paul L. Blakely America, $2.00 
Catholic World: “Will prove invaluable to 
many a young curate .. . in preparing his 
five-minute sermon .. .” 


THE SHINING TREE 

Lucille Papin Borden Macmillan, $2.00 
Catholic World: “Tommy, the newsboy, sell- 
ing papers at the Pennsylvania Station, comes 
across a blind girl of six, lost among the 
teeming crowds . . . takes her at once to 
his boarding house . . . inmates help to outfit 
and care for the winsome little strange .. . 
simple, touching. . . .” 


Queen’s Work: “... a readable, quite Christ- 
mas story that carries the surprise and sweep 
of an ancient fairy tale. 

“  . . any way you look at it the lovers 
of Lucille Borden’s books will not be dis- 
appointed with it.” 
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Some Books on the War 
For the Younger People 


Our younger people will read war-time 
literature. They deserve help in selection. The 
following comments are by an expert member 
of our Staff. 


WATCHING FOR WINKIE 

Theresa Kalab Longmans, $1.75 
This is a story of a little boy’s carrier 
pigeon at work with a bomber patrol. The 
story is written of a real boy and a real 
situation in which Winkie carries the message 
of a damaged bomber. The book will appeal 
strongly to lovers of pigeons and to lovers of 
airplanes. Boys are both. 


THE WisHING WINDOW 
Hortense Flexner. Illus. by Wyncie King 

Stokes, $1.50 
Without frightening children in this country, 
the author has given some idea of the suffer- 
ing of less fortunate children in Europe be- 
cause of the war. With childlike simplicity the 
story is told of two children in a French vil- 
lage who are victims of the evils of war. 


War Time HaAnpsook ror YouNG AMERICANS 

Munro Leaf. Illus. Stokes, $1.25 
Even though the author is mistaken in at- 
tributing the reason that children are bad, to 
lack of proper food, exercise, and sleep, the 
book contains some good suggestions in help- 
ing win the war by the sharing of the work 
of the family. 


BAMBOO TO BOMBERS 
Stanley Washburn. Illus. by Edward A. Wilson 
Whitman, $1.00 
This book is timely because of the current 
interest in airplanes. It traces the history of 
flight from Leonardo da Vinci 1500 A.D. to 
“Europe in an Hour by Rocket.” 


JoHNNY MovuseE oF CorRREGIDOR 
Marion Johnson. Ilius. by Henry de Wolfe 
Bobbs-Merrill, $1.50 
Although this story has no direct connection 
with the war, it is of interest because of the 
identification of many of the places that 
have been in the news lately. Glimpses are 
given of Cavite, Corregidor and the high 
jungles of Bataan as well as an idea of army 
life from the viewpoint of a little girl. 


FLYING FurRIEs 

Keith Ayling. Illus. by Wallis Rigby. Nelson, $1.50 
This book will appeal to any age. It contains 
authoritative color pictures and descriptions 


. of great fighter planes. The book will fasci- 


nate young readers who are reading the first 
edition, for certain words and phrases have 
been censored by the Public Relations Depart- 
ment of the Air Corps. 


Arr PATROL 

Henry B. Lent Macmillan, $1.75 
An hour-by-hour account of the daily hap- 
penings of an airplane pilot of the United 
States Coast Guard is narrated. The book is 
designated to convey information about the 
U. S. Coast Guard and its aviation patrol. 








THIS CHILD WILL GROW UP... 0 ==} 





...WITH Soaad NERVES— 


HE’LL HAVE ALL the kick that comes from picture- 
stories without the upsetting emotional strain that so many modern comic books, with their con- 
stant and unnatural diet of blood and thunder, hold for children. Deep down in his mind, he'll 
tuck away the decent pageantry and historical thrills that form the settings for the Catholic stories 
IN TIMELESS TOPIX. But he'll have sixteen pages in glorious color each month only if you 
have the foresight to order now, for under the rationing program, paper goes to war and copies 
of TIMELESS TOPIX are limited. We ask, too, that you share your copies with others and that 
you restrict your orders to a hundred copies whenever possible, so that all may enjoy TOPIX. 
Single annual subscription rate is fifty cents. Write for a sample i and information on the 


special rates in quantities. TIMELESS TOPIX, 500 Robert, Saint Paul, Minnesota—(Advertisemen! 


Pie 
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